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* Reverend the Miniſters, 
And to the other 


GENTLEMEN, 


Who are united 1 in a 


$ OCIETY. 


To 3 the 


| Education of Young ME N, 


Who are inclined 8 - | 1 
| Sacred Work of the MINISTRY, „ 11 


THIS 
SER M ON. 
| With ſome Enlargements, 
Publiſhed at their D ESIRF, 
ui all Reſpet Dedicated 
By their Faithful Servant, 
In the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
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JOHN V. ver. 39. 


Search. the e _ 


. Heſe Words come in as as a part 
of the Apology, which our 
Lord made for himſelf before 
the Jeu, on a very ſolemn Oc- | 
caſion. IT . 
He had taken compaſſion on 
a poor impotent man, who had 
| 2 at the pool of Bethſaida eight and thirty 
ears; had unask d, miraculouſly cured him on 
the Sabbatb- day, only by his omnipotent Word; 
and that he might ſhew to the man himſelf, and 
others, the perfection of the cure, and his own 
authority over the Sabbath, had commanded 
him /o take up his bed and walk ; which he rea- 
dily did, ver 1.---10. The ſuperſtitious, hypocri- 
tical Nut (who, without Scruple, would on the 
Sabbath-day, looſe bis ox, or his aſs from the ſtall, 
and lead him away'to watering ; Or having an Luke 13. 
. or an ON fallen m= the pit, would ; ftraightway/ 5. 
„ .. 


” + 
- as 
* 5 1 
* 8 * * 
4 . 
.* * 


* 


| | [ 2 f 1 

c. 14. 15. ve pull d him out on that day ;) ſeeing the poor 
man dutifully carrying his bed, in obedience to him 
who healed him, check'd him as a profaner of 

the Sabbath: But hearing that it was our Saviour, 
Gen. 2 who had cured him, and given him this charge, 
ver. 2. 3. they were ſo enflam'd, that they ſought to ſlay | 
Luke 3. him, VEE. FOc-<1 7. Our Lord vindicates what 1 | 
31. he had done, in thoſe emphatic, moſt fignifi- 1 
cant words, My FaTHER WORK ETH HITHER- 
TO, AND I WORK, As if he had ſaid, The? 

my Father reſted on the ſeventh day from all the 
works be had made, and therefore ſanctified it for 
4 holy Reft to all his people; yet he did not ab/c- 
lulely ceaſe from all manner of work on that 
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ly with bis, as with a capital Crime. 5 
A very heavy Imputation this! A Charge ſo 7 
odious, that we mult believe qur Saviour would fr 
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have ſolemnly denied it, and given his words 
another ſenſe, if they bad miſtaken him. His 
Diſciples and many others were preſent, Who 
muſt believe, that this was his meaning, ſince 
he did not take care to explain himſelf; the Ac- 
cuſation was likely to be remembred againſt 
him, and to be carried far; it would not be fo 
eaſyafterward to clear himſelf, as now; He was 
by his Office obliged, to make ſuch a Matter as 
this ſo clear, as to prevent all danger of taking bim 
for, and of loving, worſhipping, fearing, and loving 
Him, as one equal with God: And can we, dare 
we imagine, that She meek, the lowly Feſus, would 
have ſuffered ſuch a thing to be ſurmiſed, and 
to his Face too, when he mighi ſo eaſily have ſet 
them right, had it not indeed been ſo? How 
readily might he have replied, that they added 
to his words; that he had not uſed the Adnoun 
3 idi&, and that, therefore, their conſequence 
would not follow ? That hey themſelves called 
God their Father; John viii. 41. and yet did not 
make themſelves equal with him! He might have 
told them, that though he wrought with the 
_ Father, in creating and governing the world, it 
was not as an equal, but as an inferiour, a de- 
F endent, or, as ſome ridiculouſly ſpeak, an 
* zafirument. That if any of his expreſſions; 
ſeem'd but to look towards an equality, they 
were but improper and figurative: That he was 
bbe Fathers Ambaſſadour, and therefore ſpote 
11 bis name, calling himſelf God, aſſuming the 


iitles and Attributes, and accepting the Worſhip and 
I, "Mp 1 | 3 . . © * PE" 7 : 
” WF © Honour of bis Principal, as ſome falſely tell us 
* © ether Ambaſſadours did. But did our bleſſed Lord, 
bal moſt perfect pattern of humility, make any ſuch 
reply? Did he deny the charge, or any how! 


lain or ſoften his words, ſo as to evade or 


By leſſen 
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| leſſen it: No, but in a long diſcourſe, did ma- 


1 


ny ways confirm his equality with the Father. 
WHATSOEVER Zhings the Father doth, theſe. 
alſe doth the Sou LI KEwISE, verſe 1 9. All things, 
without exception, and opolos aus, doth them 
in the /ame manner, and therefore he is equal 
with him in Power. As the Father hath life in 
himſelf, fo hath he given to the Son to have life 
in himſelf, verſe 25, And therefore they have 
the ſame life in common, and are both the foun- 


lain ef life to others. And hence, As the Fa- 


ther raiſetb up the dead, and quickeneth them, 
EVEN SO THE. SON QUICKENETH. 
WHOM HE WILL, verſe 21. The father 

rudpeth no man, viz, in his own Perſon, or 
without the Son,but hath committed all judament 
unto the Son, verſe 22. (which neceſſarily ſup- 
poles infinite perfections,) That all men ſhould hon, 
cur the Son, even as, not with an inferiour hon- 
our, but even as they honour the Father, verſe 
23. And with good reaſon, ſince all that art 
en the graves ſhall hear his voice, —But ſurely he 
muſt be infinite in pover, who can raiſe the dead. 
And hence we read, that the he creation joins 
ed in the worſtip of the father and the ſon, 
as the joint object of their worſhip ; at the ſame 
time, with the ſame breath, - and in the very 


ſame words, giving the ſelf ſame Bleſſing and 


Honour, the fame undividedGlory and Power unto 
B OT H. See Rev, 5. 13. If the Son therefore 
hath the ſame life, can do Nd does the ſame works, 


and is equal;y the objelt of worſhip with the Fa- | 
ther, then he is equal with God, He could not 


do the fame things, if he had not the ſame Life © 
and power, nor could the ſame honour be aſcri- 
bed unto him, if he had not the ſame perfections, 

did not the Lane, work. and were we not undes 


Kr | | the 


which are abſolutely infallible. 


„ 

the ſame obligations to him; and therefore is he 
eſſentially equal with Him. It is true, The Son 
can do nothing of himſelf, verſe 19. That the 
Father hath given him to have life in himſelf, verſe 
26. And bath given him authority to execute 
judgment, becauſe he is the ſon of man, verſe 27, 
Theſe, and the like, ſhew the Order of ſub/iſting 
between the Father and the Son,and the Oraer of 
their working; or point at the voluntary ſubmi/- 


_ ſion of the Son, as our Redeemer 3 but by no 
means any inequality of nature or power between 


the two Perſons as tuch ; or we muſt grant, that 


This whole diſcourſe was impertinent and ſoujfiing . 
In a word, after what has been ſaid, ſince our 


Lord neither denied the charge, nor explained 
bis words, all indifferent Perſons muſt judge, 
that he is either equal with God, or the moſt un- 


I perſon to teach tbe world, that ever appeared 


in it. And while this chapter continues in our 


| Bibles, was there no more, it will convince all, 


one would think, who ſincerely read and be- 
lieve it, of this great Fundamental: And it muſt 


be ſomething more than a few metaphyſical 
Duirks,that Can bring us to doubt he Sons Equa- | 


lity wvith the Father, © 1 0 
But leaſt they ſhould ſay, IF thou beareſt wit- 
neſs of thy ſelf, thy witneſs is not true, verſe 31. 
He produces ſeveral other Witneſſes, ſome of 
And tho” he received not teſtimony from man, 
and needed it not on his own account, yet for 
their ſakes, he firſt mentions Fohn the Baptiſt, 
whom they ſeenvd, and very juſtly, to reſpect; 


as bearing witneſs to the truth, verſe 32---36; 


But he had a greater, 1. e. a more certain, unex- 
ceptionable,convincing Witneſs, than that of John, 
even his corte, verſe 36. His various, numberleſs 
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miracles. Theſe proved him 20 be Lord of all, ſeeing 
his Power ſeems to have had no Bounds, but to 
have extended over the whole Creation. He did 


the works of God, and ſo as became the moſt High. 
He ſpake and it was done, he commanded 3 


food faſt, He ſpake and the winds were huſh'd 
and the ſeas calnyd ; he gave the word, and the 
blind ſaw, the deaf heard, the dumb ſpeak, and 


o. and the lame walk*d y, He commanded, and the 


Mat. 12 loaves were multiplied, diſeaſes of all ſorts were 
22. healed, and the devils trembled and fled. A. 


ch. 14.19. his beck the fiſhes came into the net, and the 
trees withered away at his pleaſure z the dead 


heard his voice, yea, the grave gave up her dead. 
His Father alſo had inh is own Perſon, born vit- 


neſs of him, viz. at his Baptiſm, ver. 37. whichhe 
confirmed at his firſt and ſecond Transfiguration, 
Mat. 3.17. ch. 17. 5. Jo. 12. 28. By the way, 
I muſt obſerve, that thro? this long Diſcourſe 


our Saviour never once calls the Father God, 
but only zhe Father, or my Father, the more 
clearly to evince his perſonal relation to him, and 
his efential Unity, and conſequently his Equality 

- with him; and the malicious eus ſeem to have 
had nothing to object or reply to this his defence. 
The Father alſo had born witneſs of him, by 


the Scriptures, which ſome take to be a diſtinct 


nei, in the words read, and following verſes, 


Search the Scriptures---they are they which teſtify 
of me. Even Moſes, in whom ye truſt wrote of me: 
Ard if ye believed Moſes, ye would have believed 
ne; ver. 45. 46. This was to them an irrefra- 


gable Argument, ſeeing they believed the Scrip- 
tures to be the word of God; and ſeem to have 


prided themſelves more eſpecially in M/s their 
which 


Law-giver; and in the Law given him, in 


the 
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they reſted for Salvation. To the Scriptures then | 
heappeals for the proof of his being equal with . 
God, and being alſo the promiſed Meſſiah ; 
and to Moſes in particular, who wrote of him. 
And indeed the main ſcope of all his Writings 


- tended to him. Moſes, in many places very par- 


ticularly and fully mentions a divine Perſon, who 
frequently appeared in Glory to the Patriarchs 


in humane ſhape, AssuMING the names peculiar . 


to God moſt high, as God, God-almighty, or All- 


- ſufficient, Fohovah, the God of Abraham. &c. 
DOING the Worts of the one true God, as entring - 


into covenant with Abrabam and his Family, pro- 
miſing to give him a Son and multiply his Seed, 
raining fire and brimſtone from Febovab upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah out of Heaven : (ſo that 
here is Jehovah, and Febovab, &c.) and acc H- 
ING the wor/hip of the one God, as the prayers and 
ſacrifices of the people of Iſrael, &c.. But that this 
was the Logos is ſo evident that/it needs no Proof, 


and can hardly be denied. This perſon is often 


called an Angel,the Angel of God's preſence or Face, 
the Angel of God which went before the camp of 


Iſrael, and yet in the very. ſame paſſages calls: 


himſelf, and is called, God, Febovab, the God of 
Ifrael, Sc. Moſes allo ſpeaks of Chriſt, as of 
that prophet which was to come; and, by the Cere- 
monies inſtituted in his Law, pointed at him, who 
was to be the great Saacrifice. for Sin, the great 
Peace-maker, Saviour, nd Sanitifier of his peo- 
ple; and has recorded Jacob's Prophecy, That 
the Shiloh ſhould ſpring from Judab, and that. 
unto him ſhould the gathering of the People be. 
Well might he then appeal _ unto Maſes, for the 
Truth of theſe two grand Fundamentals: And 


well might he reproach them, for not believing 
Moſes in whom they truſted ; ſeeing if they had 


believed 


* 


* 


. 
beſtded Moſes they would have believed him 5 
and therefore, that it was not ſo great wonder, 


that hey believed not his words, when they believ'd 
not Meſes his writings, which they yet ac- 


knowledg'd to be divine. Bus to come to the 
words. 
In the ain; they are FpeuraTs res Ye, 


and may be underſtood either RAG, or 
iin perattvely. 


15 Indicatively, thus, XE 1e or Do 


SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. And then com 


paring them with the foregoing and ſubſequent 


verie, the Senſe ſeems to be; Though ye have 
. the Scriptzres frequently in your hands, and buſy 


your ſelves in reading, ſearching, and meditating 


upon them, yet you have not þis word abiding in 


Jeu : it has not its due weight with you, nor is 


it efficacious to enlighten * your hearts, and 


bring you to believe in me. Such are your ground- 


leſs Prejudices againſt me, and ſuch your ha- 
tred and malice ariſing from thence ; that tho” 
ve ſearch the Scriptures which teſtifie of me, as the 


author and purchaſer of eternal Life ; yet ye will 


nos come unto me, that ye may have life, even 


that life which ye fearch the Scriptures to find. 


Or, you are diligent in ſtudying the eters, and 


/hell of the Scriptures, believing that the know- 
iedge of, and your compliance with the externals 
of Religion there enjoyn'd ; or the naked obſer- 


vance of the precepts of the Law, 1n the /ow, 
and faiſe notions you have of it, will entitle you 


to eternal Life without me; and therefore you wilt 
not come unto me that you may have it. 


If we read them thus, they contain a ſharp re- 


proof for their ignorance of the Scriptures,and for 


their obſtinacy and unbelict, You have eyes, 
Peres a. but 


— 


t 


. 


ecke Prophecies and Types with what your Eyes 


151 


but ſee not; means, but uſe them not aright. 


Theſe very 8 teſtifie of ne; and tffat 


eternal Life is to be had only in me; And yet tho” 
you are daily ſearching them, yet are you ſo 
wedded to your own Conceits about them, that 
you flatter your ſelves you may do well enough 
without me; and hence you quarrel with me, yea 


| ſeek to ſlay me, for claiming only what they teſti- 


fy of ne. 


2. Imperatively, as our Tranſlators have 


rendered them, SEARCH YE THE SCRIPTURES. . 


And fo they contain a Command, more carefully 


to read and ſtudy the Word of Ged; with an 
Aſſurance that he had ſaid nothing but what was 

to be found in it, q. d. The? you have the 
_ Scriptures, and freely uſe them too; yet you. 
do not ſo diligently read and ſo painfully ſearch 


them, as you ſhould. You do not canvaſs them, 
with that Honeſty and Sincerity you ought, and 
may. Would you do this, you would be ſo 
far from ſzeking to lay me, for what I have done 
or ſaid ; that you would embrace my teſtimony 
upon their Authority, if not upon mine. Rouſe 
up then; confider your Duty, your Wiſdom, 
your Intereſt. Search the Scriptures, for in them 


pe think, and that truly, that ye have eternal 
Life, the Author of it, and the true and only 
way to obtain it. Examine them then dili- 
gently and thoroughly, honeſtly and painfully, 


with Humility and Prayer. Lay aſide all Pre- 
judice and Malice, compare Place with Place, 


may ſee in me. Try and ſift them well, for 
to theſe I appeal. If I teſtifie any thing of 
myſelf, or any other, in the preſent or any 
caſe, which they do not prove and confirm, be- 
lieve me not. But if you will not hu 1 
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and will remain obſtinate in rejecting me, your 


Blood lie at Four own door. For they are they 
*ohich teftifie of me. ll the Predictions of the 
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Melia, all. the Shadows, Prefiguration and 
Type: are fulfilled in me. All the Promiſes of Sal- 
vation, are made in and through me. Eternal 
Life is no otherwiſe to be found in theſe, them as 
they ſpeak of, reveal and direct to me. Chriſt 
is the Sum, the Subſtance, the Marrow. of the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament. Every part is 
full of, or points to him. The moral Law was 
given, not only as a rule of Life, but to diſcover 
and convince of Sin, to make the ſenſible Sinner 
look to and long for him. The Ceremonial Law, 
with all its Inſtitutions, Sacrifices, Waſhings, 
Rites, were but ſo many facred Hieroglyphics, 
to give Believers under it, ſome true and ſaving 
Apprehenſions of him, and the way of Salvation 
by him. The three great Offices, to which Per- 
| ſons were anointed, all pointed to him. The 
Genealogies where chiefly upon his account. The 
Hiſtory”s declared his care of his Church; his 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom, in directing his People; ; 

his Mercy in accepting, and forgiving them; his 
Power in ſheltring and defending them; and his 
Jaſtice in cruſhing, and puniſhing their Ene- 
mies. All the Prophets ſpake of him. EY 
Which ſoever of theſe Ways, we read the 
Words, they equally ſerve our preſent Purpoſe. 
A ͤ the - it, "thus, Y E SEARCH, or DO 
SEARCH THE SCHRIPTURES, Then it is Evi- 
dent, that the Jets, all of them without ex- 
ception, had a Right, Privilege, Liberty, in- 
depently of any Man or Men upon Earth, to 
read, ſtudy, ſearch the Scriptures: To examine 
all the Books of holy Writ, and all their Parts; 
and to trace out all the Myſteries of the Wa 
y 


wy 


f 


+ OY 
vy comparing Paſſage with Paſſage, and by all 
other proper Helps within their Reach. Yea, That 
they not only had this unſpeakable Privilege 
unalienably but freely uſed it at their Pleaſure. 
Our Lord ſpeaksof their Searching the Scriptures, 

| as of a Thing approved, common, uſual; a 

; Right granted by God, of which they were uni- 

 Þ vearhily in Poſſeſſion: And the Jews, to this 

e very Day, do undiſturbed, and unqueſtioned, 

ö claim, enjoy, and «/e it. Never did it enter in- 

; to the Head of any of their High-Priefts, even 
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the proudeſt or moſt wicked of them, to abridge * 
; or try to abridge them of; no, nor encroach u -- £4 


, on this glorious Priviledge, which is the zatural | 
. Birth-Right .of all born within the Church. 
« F the Second, thus, SEARCH, or SEARCH: 
vr THE SCRIPTURES. Then it is plain, That 
1 our Lord does here ſolemnly enjcin it, even up- 
on the cavilling, malicious, obſtinate Fews, as 
- their indiſpenſable Duty, and greateſt Intereſt, to 
arch the Scriptures. He does it generally up- 
s on all, and every one of them, without Ex- 
ception ; plainly hunting, that if they, or any 
of them, had any Scruples, about his Perſon, 
18 Natures, Miſſion, Authority, or Offices, their 
-- F /carching the Scriptures, was the ready, ſhort, 
ure and only Way, to find full Satisfaction. This 
e Command, as it declares their Duty, ſo it ſup- 
ce. poſes, That it was” their Right, the Privilege 
o of all, and every one of them; That the Scrip- 
1- Iſl tures were, and are he Rule and Standard of di- 
vine Truths; and fo per/picuons, that even Perſons 
N- i of but ordinary Capacities might, by ſearching 
to with Sincerity and Prayer, trace out many. hid- 
ne den Myſteries in them; even Things involved 
3 in Predictions, br os up in ſhadows and dark 
d, Repreſentations, and vaiPd in Types and Fi- 
= C 2 b gures; 
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gures; as moſt of the Things in the Old Teſta- 
ment concerning Chriſt, contefſedly, and, in 
ſome ſort, neceſſarily were. It is alſo clear from 
this, That ſo far was our bleſſed Saviour from 

imagining, that it was dangerous for the People 
to be allowed to have, to read, to ſearch the 
Scriptures ; that he allows their Right, and urges 


the Ce of it. So far was he, from recommend- 


ing an implicit Faith, in any Man or Men, or 


ſo much as infinuating, that it was /uffictent for 
: Profeſſors, to believe what, or as the Church be- 
_ lieves, without enquiring any farther what hat 


is, or why they do believe it; that he requires 
it of every one, as they regard their own Sal- 
vation, to ſearch the Scriptures; to take heed 
what they hear and are taught, and conſider well, 
whether it be founded upon, or-agreeable to the F 
unerring Word of God, or not. He would have | 
them to obſerve what they receive for Truth; 
to {ce with their own Eyes, and examine every ore 


for himſelf, So far was he from thinking, that 


through the Ignorance, the Temerity, the Pride 
or Wickedneis of Men, the Detriment might be 


greater by ſearching the Scriptures, than the Pro- 


fit ; and that therefore jt would be happy for 

them, and a Kindneſs to them, to be reitrain- | 
ed from the dangerous, pernicious Experiment, 
as wite Fathers are want to keep their Children 
from edg'd Tools: That he calls upon one and 
all of them, perſonally, not only to hear, but 
ro read, to examine, to ſearch the Scriptures, 


uſing all proper Means, and the beſt Helps 


they could meet with, thoroughly to underſtand | 
them. I muſt add, it is here very plainly ſup- 
poted, That if after they ſhould ſearch, they 
ſhould miſtake, and particularly, as to the great 
Truths which were the Occaſion, and Sub- 

5 l Ject 
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ject of this long Diſcourſe; it would be an E. 


vidence, not of the Imperfection, or Obſcurity 
of the Scriptures, but of ſomething. culpable in 


themſelves. 

There are ſeveral Things relating to the Scrip- 
tures, which, being much to our Purpoſe, ought 
to be obſerved ; but, becauſe they are, I think, 
generally acknowledged, and indeed cannot well 
be doubted, we ſhall, for the fake of the un- 
learned, juſt mention them in | theſe Propolſ 
tions. 


God committed to writing, by Moſes and the o- 
ther Sacred Penmen, for a Rule to the Church 
under the legal Diſpenſation, and which we com- 
monly call THE OLD TESTAMENT. The 
whole Context, and the Reaſon of the Thing, 
make this Evident: Nor has it, nor can it be 
denied. 


They were called THz eee or THE 


WRITINSs, by way of Eminence, and were 


univerſally known, and acknowledged by the 
Zews under that Charecter. 


There was no more of the Word of God writ- | 


ten, in our Lord's Days, but he Old Teſtament. 
This cannot be denied, ſince the Books called 
Apocrypha,, were not given by Inſpiration of God, 
were never admitted into the Canon by the Jews, 
nor acknowledges for authentic Scriptures: Yea, 
ſome of them, perhaps, were not then extant. 


The Hebrew Tongue, in which the Old Te ta- 


ment was written, was, when our Lord was up- 
on Earth, but Tt known, even among the 
Fewws, except to a few of the more learned. A 
er Proof of which is this, ſeveral hundred 

ears before that, they had fo generally loſt 
de pps of that IT that the 
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& more eminent among them, were obliged to 
„ give the People the Senſe of the Law, and cauſe 
1 Neh. 8. 7. % to underſtand the Reading, Nor is this 
: ueſtioned. „ > 
The Old Teſtament had been tranſlated into 
Greek, about 300 Years before the Birth of 
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ly in private, but in their Synagogues, and 


acknowledged. . Ee 

No Shadow of Reaſon can be given, why 
the Sacred Books might not be tranſlated into 
other Languages, as well as into the Greek : 


2. 


* 


„ Well as bat. This is evident. 
The Books of tlie New TESTAMENT, which 


k were originally written in Greek, were not only, 
i foon copied, and diſperſed among all forts 
= of People, and freely read by them; but tranſ- 


4 lated into ſeveral Languages, and purchaſed by 
Perſons of all Qualities and both Sexes; Nor 
were any ſort of People, by any pretence of Au- 


r . 
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reading, ſearching them. This cannot be denied. 
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| confeſſedly, as hard to be underſtood as the New : 


1 And ſince there is at leaſt as much Danger of 
„ miſtaking the Senſe of that, as of this : And ſince 
& Men were commonly as ignorant, raſh, conceit- 
5 ed, and perverſe then as/how 3 and conſequent- 


ly, as likely to hurt themſelves by reading the 
Scriptures : No imaginable Reaſon can be aſ- 
ſigned, why the Scriptures, either in the Original 


Chriſt : And that Tranflation was generally known . 
before this, and read among the Jes, not on- 


frequently quoted by our .Saviour and Apoſtles, 
which was no ſmall Honour to it. Theſe are 


i Nor why, all forts of People might not have, 


read, ſearch, and profit by other Franſlations, as 


thority prohibited, or reſtrain d from having, 


Since the Old Teſtament, is evidently, and | 


Languages, or inthe Tray/lations of them, ſhould be 
e | | Kept | 


a 
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his t from all or any fort of People; or why 
Cc giant now ſhould be prohibited to uſe, and 
ſearch them, any more than in former Ages. 
All theſe appear evident. We ſhall therefore 
proceed, and in Purſuance of our Deſign from 
"0 words Shall: 
8 Premiſe a few Propoſitions, which are 
| _ granted even by the Papiſts, as ſo many , 
Preliminaries, for ne our Deſign, and 
clearing our Way. & 
2. Shew more fully, That it is the unalienable 
Rig bt, of every one who profeſſes to believe in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, independently upon the 
Will of any Man, or Men upon Earth, to have 
read, and ſearch the $ criptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, either in the original Langua- 
; ges, or in any Verſion of them which he under- 
ſtands : And the indiſpenſible Duty, manifeſt Inte- 
reſt and Wiſdom, of all ſuch, to ſearch them di- 
ligently, as they tender their own Salvation. 
3. Conſider and refute the odious Injunctions 
and foameleſ Practice of the Papiſts, which are di- 
. rectly contrary to theſe great and important 
Truths; and their ſcandalous Pretexts, whereby 
they would keep themſelves in Countenance,even 
againſt the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Reaſons. 

4. Enquire into what we may be fatisfied are 
the true Cauſes of their wicked Endeavours, to 
keep the Laity, as they call them, eſpecially the 
Vulgar, from reading the holy Scriptures ; or 
in the Words of our Lord, of feutting up the King-! 725 23.4 
dom of Heaven againſt men. 

5. I ſhall conclude with ſome practical on” 
ferences and Exhortations. _ 

% 1, let 19955 a few Propoſitions, moſtly 

n granted even by the Papiſts, as ſo many Preli- 

| minaries, for illuſtrating our Deſign and clearing 
War. And, _ - vi 
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1. The Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament 


are the Word of God; or in the Words of the 


Apoſtle, All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
2. Tim. 3. God ; Fer the Prophecy came' not in old Time by 


tbe Will of Man ; but holy Men of God ſpake as 


they were moved by the Holy Chet. Hence David 
* could fay, The Spirit 6 the Lord fpake by me, 


and his Word was in my Mouth: The Prophets 


uſed to begin their Sermons, with that authorita- 


6 Ow 55 tive Preamble, Thus ſaith the Lord: And the Apo- 


Iypſe, is the Revelation of Feſus Chrift, vubich God 


| Rev. 1. gave unto him, which the Apoſtle is commanded 
ver. i-11to write in @ Book, by him who calls himſelf 


Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt; | 
This, how unwillingly ſcever, the Papiſts are 
forced to grant; nor have any of them had the 
Face openly to deny it. And therefore if any 
of them, in any Conference with honeſt, plain 
Proteſtants, ſhould ſeek to perplex them with 
the Old, but filly and enſnaring Queſtion, 
How do you know the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God ? They need give themſelves no farther 
Trouble in anſwering it, but to propoſe another; 
Do you not confeſs, or are you not obliged to 
grant that they are? If ſo ; we are thus far 
| „e Let us then uy our Cauſe by the Tongs 
, fures of Truth. 


Tie. 1. Credit, and to be believed for their own ſake z 


1 ver. 2. fince they are the words of Him who is a God f 
Truth, who cannotlie; of Him, who as he is Om- 
niſcient and cannot be deceived ; doth * he 8 Nez and 


Cannot deceive.” 


dent: Nor dare the Papiſts preſume to deny 
or doubt of it. To ſaythey are 8 Mrd F God, 
15 to * in Effect, that they are aurbenick. Tot 


This, ſuppoſing the former true, is elf eri · 


25 
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fallidly true, and worthy of all Acception urn 
their own Account. 58 „ 
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3. It is a moſt ridiculous thing to found, or 
pretend to found, our Faith of the divine Autho- 
rity of the Scriptures, upon the Teſtimony of the 
Church; i. e. becauſe the Church proclaims them 
to be the Word of God, or indeed on any Thing, 
but the Authority of God himſelf diſcovered in them. 
The. Church itſelf is founded upon the Scriptures, 
and receives all her Authority from the m: Nor 
can we know the true Church from the Synagogue 
of Satan, but by them. The Scriptures prove and 
| ronfirm their own Authority, not only by e. 
tifying that they are his Word; but by thoſe nu- 
merous and manifold Marks of Divinity, whether 
extrinſic or intrinſic, every where to be obſerved 
in them, which God hath impreſſed upon them, 
that they may be known to be from him. Not 
to mention the Antiquity of the Scriptures ; the 
Piety and manifeſt Sincerity of the Penmen; the 
Miracles that were wrought, both under the 8 
Law and Goſpel, to prove the divine Miſſibn EE So 
the divine Writers, and the Authority of their 0 
Writings; nor the extraordinary Care of Provi- * 
- dence to preſerve them, againſt all the Rage and | 
Policy of Hell and Men: The Matter of the 
Scriptures, viz. the, Dectrines, Precepts, Promiſes, 
of them; The Style, the Form, the End of them, 
together with the Power and Efficacy they have, 
and cannot but have, upon the Minds of all that # 
ſeriouſly read, ſearch and ponder them, are 
clear and ſure Evidences of their divine Original. 
It is a very high Abſurdity to imagine, That 
God may be, and is known by his Works ; 
that his Works declare and proclaim their 
Author; or, in the Apoſtles Words, That 
the inviſible Things of God from the Creation Rom. 1, 
. = Þ—- * 


SF 
=: 


* 
4 


ES 


62 


RY 


= PEE: 125 5 
I Firs 
r . . * . Fe 


2” 
FISEY 


* 2 
3 


2 


— Ez 
n 


*. 
* 
* 
J 
| 
< 
* 
* 
3 
oy 
bs 1 
. N 
2 b 
U 
7 


a 
* c 
9 
4 I 
LK 
"| 
MW 


=». 


— OD 


-— 
88 
#3 1 5 
3 


=—  - [138] 
of the World are cearlyſeen, being underſtood by the 
Rom 1.20 things that are made, even his eternal Power and 
Yb. Godhead: And that he may not be as evidently 
1 and certainly known by bit Word; or that his 
| Mord does not as clearly and furely declare , 
 eobeſt Word it is. As manifeſtly as the Works 
of God proclaim his Being and Perfections, yet 
| _ _ the .thoughtleſs, the. ſtupid, the hardned, per- 
5 ceive them not; and none but ſuch, (with the 
proud and prejudiced, ) Who have carefully read 
«the Scriptur ary entertain any Doubt of their Di- 
vine Author. A ſerious, devout, honeſt, fincere 
Searcher, tho? but of a middle Size Capacity, 
can no more doubt that /e - Scriptures are the 
Word of God, than he can, after a careful Ob- 
ſervation,” queſtion, whether the World had a 
Beginning; or who it was that created it. Our 
Deiſts then, may ſay what they will; they may 
pretend to Freedom of Thinking, as much as they 
pleaſe; we muſt tell them, they are either Vo- 
thinkers, or, at beſt but Haff. thinkers ; and in- 
ſift upon it, That no honeſt Man, of tolerable 
Senſe, can gravely Read, and ſeriouſly Search and 
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bs Meditate upon the Scriptures, as he ſhould, but 
Wh muſt be convinced that they are Divine. For, 1 
1 If our Goſpel be hid, it is bid to them that are loſt: | 
. In cobom the God of this World hath blinded the 
+1 Minds of them <which believe not, teſt the Light of + 0 
th 2. Cor. 4. the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of 
1 3. 7 KS, fhould Hine unto them. The, moſt High oy 
Ws | knew what Evidence was zece/ary, and what 24 
Y [ fafficient; nor can we conſiſtently, with his Per- 1 
1 ſections, ſay or think, that his Word wanted any ( 
438 of any theſe : So that Unbelievers are without 1 
8 Hæcilſe. The Papiſts allo, may very ſillily dif- / 

= tinguiſh between the Authority of the Scriptures y 

1 in e, and lo Us, JOE they cannot be au- lt 
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have all the Properties, neceſſary to ſuch a Rule, 
- viz. That it be freight, ſure, unchangeable and 


a divine Rule, it is a manifeſt Contradiction, to 
Have and uſe it, to diſcover Sin and Duty, Truth 
This is Self- evident. Beſides z The Scriptu 5 


fect, that nothing is to be added to it, altered in Dent. 12. 


add to, nor diminiſh from it. Though we, or an 9 5 4 


7 1%! 
thentic in themſelves, but they muſt be ſo 7o 1s, 
and to all to whom they come. Nor can their 
Authority even to us, depend upon the Teſtimony of 
the Church, without e their ntrinft Ic 1 
ri. 1 


4. The Scriptures are, and were given to 5 
a Rule, both of Faith and Manners. That they 
are, 4 Rule, is evident from themſelves. To the If. 8. 20. 
Law, and to the 7. eſtimony : If they ſpeak not ac- 
cording to this Word, it is becauſe their is #0 Gai 6.16: 
Light in them: As many as walk according to Pl. 3. 16. 
this Rule.---Let us walk by the ſame Rule---.This 
the Papiſts have not the Front to deny, Well 
then; if the Word of God is a Rule, it is a 
divine Rule. This is ſelf-evident, ſince it is from 
Him. If it is a divine Rule, it has, and muſt 
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perfect. A Rule that has not all theſe, ſo as to 
anſwer its End, is not truly a Rule: But if it is 
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luppo oſe that it wants any of them. If it is perfect, it 
mult needs be ſufficient in it{elf, and 20 all who 
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and Error, in all Caſes; and to lead them ſafe- 
ly from the Beginning to the End of their W 


proclaim their own Perfection. The Law of the Pl. 19. 7. 
Lord is perfett, converting the Soul.---It is ſo per- 


It, diminiſhed or taking from it. IWhatſoever T32, and 
Command you, obſerve to do it: Thou fhalt not Rev. 22. 


Angel from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto © 

you, then that which we have preached unto you, 

let him be accurſed. des are able to make wiſe 
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1 
undo Salvation, — That the Man of God, and 
much more any other, may be perfect, thorough- 
ly furniſhed unto all good Works : And ſurely, no 


2. Tim. 3. more is wanting. So perfect, that what is worit- 


15, 17. ten is ſufficient for our compleat Salvation, Fo. 20. 
verſe 31. So perfect upon all Accounts, that 
nothing further 1s needful, either for fuller Light, 
. more certain Evidence, or powerful Efficacy, 
They have Meſes and the Prophets ; let them hear 
Luke 16, em. If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
29, 31. neither will they be perſwaded, though one Roſe 
From the dead. If Moſes and the Prophets, which 
were the only Canonical Scriptures in thoſe Days, 
were /o perfeit, ſurely the Canon of the New 
Teſtament added to them, has pot made them 
teſs fo. But to proceed ; If all theſe Things 
are ſo, The Scriptures muſt needs be ouR onLy 
Rur. This is plain. For any other Rule, either 
in Part or in Whole, would evidently ſuppoſe 
or infer, that This wanted ſome, if not all, of the 
Properties of a divine Rule. Any other would cer- 
tainly, be not only zeedleſs and uſcleſs, but hurt- 
Full. Were another Rule ſuppoſed, it would 
either teach the ſame Things, and in the fame 
Manner, and then it is clear, it would be f- 
perfluous and uſeleſs : Or the ſame Things, but in 
a diferent Manner, and then this would either 
be in a clearer and better Manner, or in a worſe z 
if in a better Manner, then it would argue 
ſomething amiſs in that which is acknowledged 
divize ; which is ablurd ; or in a wor/e Manner, 
and then it is clear, it would be vain: Or it 1 
would teach us contrary Things, and then it is | 
evident, it would be impious and pernicious : Or 
ſeveral Things which the Scriptures have amized, 
and then we muſt either charge the Scriptures 
With Imperfection, contrary to all we have faid ; 


" 


. „ 1 0 
or grant, that theſe Supplements would be but 


mere human Inventions at beſt, and conſequently 


no' proper Rule for our Faith or Warſhip ; ſince 
no Authority but that of God Himſelf, can be 


a Foundation for divine Faith; and whatſoever is 
introduced into the Worſhip of God qvithout 
or beſide his revealed Will, is, to ſay no worſe, 

but 2010 Worſhip, which upon many Accounts, 
muſt needs be vain, So that here we may bid 


farewel to. all the ridiculous, and impious, yea, 
to all THE UNWRITTEN I RADIT1IONS df the 


Papiſts. 


5. The Scriptures are an INTELLIGIBLE 


RurE, and /o perſpicuous, that they may be un- 


derſtood, in ſome Meaſure, by all to whom 


they are gives for a Rule; at leaſt ſufficiently . 
| n in the Right Worſhip of the 


for their Directib 
Deity, the true Faith of Chriſt, and the only 
Way of Holineſs. Were not this ſo, in vain were 


they given for this End. How highly would 


it reflect upon the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 
moſt High, to think, that he revealed his Mind 
to his People for their Salvation, but in ſuch - 


a Way, that they could not underſtand his Mean- 
ing, or could not certainly know the Things he 


taught them. Surely the infinitely Wiſe knew 
how to inſtruct his People in the beſt Manner: 


Nor can we doubt but He that is infinitely Good, 


has done it. Withal, the Scriptures declare them- 
{elves to be /o perſpicuous, that the honej? Searcher 
may from them clearly perceive what is Truth 


and Error, in all Matters of Moment, and what 
he is Zo do, and what to avoid, in all Caſes. We 
need not deny that there are Things in them, 
not a few, which are hard to be underſtood ; but 
by far the greateſt Part, may be more calily 
apprehended. There are in- them, as one of the 

15 a og greateſt 
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greateſt of the Fathers was wont to ſay, Depths 
in which Elephants may Swim, but there alſo 
Fords wherein Lambs may wade. Many Things 
in them, may not be obv1075, to the careleis, 
tranſient, proud or perverſe Reader, which 
yet, the humble, pious Searcher may eaſily un- 
derſtand, and certainly know. Our Text ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſes and implies the Pe, rſpicuity of 
the Scriptures. In vain were all the Fews com- 
manded to Search them, if they were ſearchable 
or to examine, what could not be known but to a 
very few. Can we think, that our Lord would 
ſo ſolemnly have injoin'd all, to trace out ſuch 
deep Things, as the Equality of the Son with the 
Father; That the Father wrought hitherto, and he 
wrought, if even the unlearned might not have 
arrived, at Clearneſs and Satisfaction in them. 
Beſides, ſeveral Epithets given to the Rule, make 
its Perſpicuity ſo undeniable, that we may well 
wonder, there are any to be found, who be- 
lieve the Bible to be the Word of God, and yet, 
pf. 119. Without Bluſhing, pretend to doubt of it. Thy 
105. Word is a Lamp to my Feet, and a Light unto 
my Path. Surely this Lamp or Candle was a 
burning, and not an unligbied Candle... For the 
Commandment is a Lamp; and the. Law is Light ; 
ſurely it was not then a dark Lanthorn; and 
Reproofs of Inſtruction are the Way of Life. Sare- 
ly uncertain Reproofs, and a Light that cannot 
- Pet. 1. be perceived, would be but of little Uſe. The 
29. more ſure of Word of Prophecy, is, as a Light 
5 ſhining in a dark Place. Surely then it may be 2 
Eo, 0 certainly known. The Goſpel more 5 
wn 4 ſpecially is called a great Light. If fo, it muſt 
Ads 26. needs be eaſily underſtood. The Apoſtle was 
18. ſent unto the Gentiles do open their Eyes, and turn 
tem from Darkneſs to __ Eife and Tmmor- 
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tality are brought to Light by the Goſpel. Surely | 


LE” nd 


then the Word, now that it is written, may be 


clearly underſtood, even by the Ignorant, as well 
as when the Apoſtles preach'd it. And if thoſe 
who have the Bible, and can read it, err from 
the way of Truth or Holineſs, they muſt blame 
themſelves ; for it is an high Way, and the Way- 
faring Man though a Fool ſhall not err therein. 
Theſe Things premiſed, proceed we to. 


II. Shew more fully, That it is the Anelieana- 
ble Right, of every one who profeſſes to believe 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, independently 
upon the Will of any Man orMen upon Earth, 
to have, read, and ſearch the Scriptures of the 

Old and New Teſtament, either in the Original 
Languages, or in any Yerſion of them which he 


If. 35. 8. 


underſtands : And that it is the indiſpenſable ' 


Duty, manifeſt Intereſt and Wiſdom, of all ſuch, 

to ſearch them diligently, as they tender their 
own Salvation. Theſe will appear from the fol- 

lowing Conſiderations. 2 nc | 


1. From the evident End and Deſign of the 
Scriptures. They were given as a Rule, to teach 


Men the Knowledge of the true God, and how Mic. 6-8. 


to fear, ſerve, worſhip, obey, love and glorify 
him: How they are reconciled to Him; in whom 
they ' find Acceptance with him; how and b 

whom they are made Meet for, and at laſt brought 


into his Glory. This is too plain to be denied. 7; 


Tf then, they teach us theſe Things, and. what 
we are to chuſe and refuſe, in orderto them; and 
if we cannot know theſe Things without them, 
ſurely it is both o. Right and our Duty, to have 
and /ſearch them carefully. In a Word, we read, 
that whatſover Things were written- aforetime, 

| Were 


* 7 


Jo. 17. 3. 
Ae 


Deut. 10. 
1222. 
2. 0 0. 
I 3--21. 
CH.-2. 6. 


Col. 1. 12. 


* 1 
Fo 
8 
i, 8 
<7 
"I 
* . 
* N. 
1 * 
2 
** 


3 n 
9 
. . 
* — >. — 
N * 2 
« 


p be 
» 


3 


922 
* — n — 


* 
1 


— 3 » 
I antes — ,, 


241 | 
| Rom. 15. avere written for our Learning — This is not 
+ Afpoken of /ome only, but of all; nor is there any 

Hint, that any were excepted : But if the Scrip- 
tures were written for the Learning of all, then 
ſurely it is the Priviledge of all to have, and the 
Duty of all to ſearch them. 8 | 
2. The plain, expreſs, and ſolemn Commands 
of God injoyning his People to read, and ſtudy 
the Scriptures, which are frequently repeated, and 
ſolemnly inculcated upon them, with a Variety 
of the moſt cogent Motives, make theſe ſo clear, 
that it is amazing any ſhould be found ſo 
hardy, as to deny them. And theſe Words 
which I command thee this Day, fall be in thine 
Deut. 6. Heart. And thou fhall teach them dilligently unto 
8 '? thy Children, and ſhall talk of them when thou ft. 
IE ps teft in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
See Prov. Way, and when thorn lieſt down, and when thou 
3. ver. 22. rijeth up. | 5 Wy . | 
w 6 a oO ail Iſrael is come to appear before the 
5 Lord thy God, in the Place which he fhall cbuſe 
Deut. 31. thou ſhall read this Law hefore all Iſrael in their 
1114. Hearing. Gagetber the People together, Men, 
Women and Children, and the Strangers within thy 
Joch. 1. 8. Gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, 
Deut. 17. and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to do all 
18. 29. the Words of this Law—— Here are expreſs Com- 
mands, not only to Prieſts but to People, not 
only Rulers but Subjects, even Perſons of all 
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N | Sorts, Ages, Qualities, Sexes. Surely if they 
We 3 6. were commanded to hear, they were not for- 
* * ei. *. pidden to read: If they were to each their i 


0 Theft, Children, they muſt be allowed to earch, 

5 27. that they might know what to teach them. 
Nor was it only he Law, but even the 
Prophetical Paſſages that they were ſtrictly en- 

| joyned to read; eek out f the Book of the Lord, 

If. 34. 16. aud read —— Nor are theſe Precepts only tound 5 


2 2. 7 = 


ä 
n 
. * 28 


— —ng 2 + 
RAM TOES. 
- a —_ #- 9k 
MOD ot rg. 


-x 


. _— Te, 


- 
— 


In 


— a 


* — 
= — 2 
«a; r 5 : , 
— re 
— a E 2 * 2 * ” a * gw 
5 , — J Us ET m — 2 * r 2 OW KT. LAS 3 
g 8 a. SUE api = n 60“ r r e 
As wy * * — * — 0 — _- — - — - 
—— * Ap ow - & — "= _—_— og — - & — , 


in the Old Teftament, but in the New, Let the 
mord of Chrift dwell in you richly in all Mi. 
dom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in Pſalms Col: 3+ 6.] 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. We havealſoa pet 1. 
more ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well, 19. 
that ye take heed — I charge you by the 1 Theſ. 5. 
Lord, that this Epiſtle be read unto all the holy 27. 
Brethren, Theſe make it evidently the Du- 
ty and Intereſt, which ſuppoſes the Right 
of all, to ſearch the Scriptures, How ſhould 
the Word of Chrift dwell in them richly,it they were 
not allowed to read it frequently? If itwas theDuty 
and Intereſt of Chriſtians to hear the Word wy 0 
it could be no leſs ſo to read it themſelves: nor 
could this Practice be more dangerous than hat. 
i 3. Theſe Truths are clear from the conſtant 
14 Practice both of the Fewih and Chriſtian Church. 
As this Duty was ſtrictly enjoyn'd upon us all, ſo we 
find them complying and uſing their Right with 
Thankfulneſs. The Kingsof Iſrael were to have a pelt. 15. 
Copy of the Law --- and their religious Kings 18. 17² 
we read, were great Students of it. In Nebemiabs 
Days, All the People as one Man ſpake to Ezra io Neh. 8. 1. 
bring the Book of the Law —— And Ezra brought —- 9. 
it, and read it to all that could hear with Under- Acts 15. 
ſtanding — and others expounded it to them who © 
did not underſtand it. Many Ages after, Moſes ch. 14. 
dos read in the Synagogue every Sabbath Day; 15. 
And not only, Moſes, but the Prophets, even 
thoſe who propheciedof the Sufferings of Chriſt. 
The reading the Law and the Prophets, was a cha 
% ee a le of the Jes. Even 21. -_— 
p. 13. 


[as] ; 


private Perſons, / and hoſe Strangers too were 

not abridged of this invaluable Priviledge. The 

Ethiopian Eunuch fitting in his Chariot, read Eſaias 

the Prophet. Timothy, whoſe Father was a Greek, 

' had from a Child FR the Scriptures, Little did 
| . f „ his 
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Eo | 
his pious Mother and Grandmother dream, of any 
Danger in encouraging even Children, to read and 
| meditate upon the Scriptures, which are able to 
2. Tim. 3. make even ſuch wiſe unto Salvation. And fo far 
15. chap. was the Apoſtle from queſtioning the Peoples 
5 Right to have and ſearch them; or ordering Mi- 

niſters to keep them from them, for their Good; 

that he ſtrictly charges them to read his Epiſtles, 

even all of them that ſhould come to their Hands, 

or cauſe them to be read, to all, without Ex- 

ception. And when this Epiſtle is read amongſt you, 

cauſe that. it be read alſo in the Church of the La- 
odliceans; and that ye likewiſe read the Epiſtle from 

Col. 4. 16. Laodicea. I charge you by the Lord, that this 
1. Theſf. Epiſtle be read unto. all the holy Brethren, Sure- 


5. 27. ly they, whole Priviledge and Duty it is to hear, 


ought not to be diſuaded, diſcouraged, prohibited, 
or reſtrain*d from reading and ſearching. - | 
4. It is the Character of pious and Godly Men, 
of all ſuch without Exception, that they are Stu- 
dents of the Law of God, and that they diligent- 
ly and conſtantly meditate upon it. Bleſſed is the 
Man that walketh: not in the Council of the ungod- 
ly But his Delight is in the Law of the 
Lord, and in his Law doth he meditate Day and 
pf. 1. 14. Night. I will meditate in thy 'Precepts T will 
Ps. 119. delight my ſelf in thy Statutes. Such hide the + 


15.16. Mord in their Hearts, that they may not ſin againſt. 


23. 24.48 God. The Law of God 1s in the righteous Man's 


Ps. 37.31. Heart. It is in vain to plead; that theſe reſpect 


only. the Precepts of the Word ; ſince the. Terms 
Mord, Law, Statutes, Ec. are often ſynonimous, 
Fd ſigniſy the whole written Word, The Paſſa- 
ges themſelves declare this, nor can it be doubted, 
that the Promiſes are as delightful, and as ne- 
cifſary to be known upon many Accounts, 
as the Precepts : And as the Do#rines, were 

as uſeful and neceſſary. as either, no Ow FA 
; 7 


„ 
can be offered, why they ſhould not be as clear- 
y revealed, and as much ſtudied as they. In 
Jſaiabs Days, the People are thus deſcribed, 
Je that know Righteouſneſs, in whoſe Heart is my I. 51. 7. 
Law. One principal Promiſe of the new Cove- 
nant is, I will put my Law in their inward Parts, Jer. 31. 
and write it in their Hearts, Our Saviour alſo Ver. 33 
pronounces them Bleſſed, who hear the Word of God Luke 11. 
and keep it. Can any thing then be more evident, 28. | 
than that it is the Priviledge,. as well as Duty and 
Intereſt of all that love God, ia hear, read, and 
ſearch the Scriptures ? By doing ſo, they hear 
what God ſays to them in all Cales ; and learn 
more and more to pleaſe him, and to walk wor- 
thy of the Vocation wherewith they are called : Nor 
can any Man, give any true Evidence of his Love 
of God, who neglects this Duty, and ſtrives not with 
all his Heart, to preſerve ſo invaluable a Right. 
5. Perſons of all Ranks, in Old Teſtament- 
Times, were in all Caſes, call'd to the Words, as 
the Rule of Duty, the Standard of Truth. To, g. 202 I 
the Law and to the Teſtimony. This was tgñůe ? 
 Touch-ſtone by which every Doctrine was to be 
tried. FF a Prophet ſhould have riſen up, and 
given them a Sign or a Wonder, ſaying let us go 
after other Gods and ſerve them, the the Wonder 
 fhould come to paſs, yet were they not to hearken 
unto that Prophet. This plainly ſuppoſes, that Peut. 13. 
it was the Duty and Wiſdom of all, to know how 13. 1-6. 
God was to be then ſerved; and that they had 
therefore the Right, to read and ſearch the di- 
„vine Writings, and try all Doctrines by them. 
Dur Lord often appealed to them, as to a 
Standard of Truth ; as in the Text and Context. 
See allo Luke 24. ver. 26.-28.-8. ver. 44.-48. 
When he put the Sadduces to Silence, he confirmed 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrection which. he taught, 
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ad long after, declared That be had ſaid none 
other Things, than thoſe which the Prophets and 
Moſes aid jay ſhould come; That Chriſt ſhould ſatf- 
fer — All theſe ſuppoſe, that all had or might 


have Moſes and the Prophets, to judge.of thoſe 


Things by; even tho? few could at that Time 


otherwiſeunderſtand them, than in a Tran/lation.- 


6. In New Teſtament-Times, he Bereans are 
highly commended, becauſe they ſearched the Scrip- 


tures daily, whether the Apoſtles Doctrine were 


E 


Acts, Ls: 
11. 


fo. The Word is erapiro]-s, comparing what 
they heard with what was written, ſifting, en- 
quiring into Things, ſo at to paſs a Fudgment 


upon them, This was the general Character of 
thoſe noble Bereans, not of the Prieſts only but 


of the People; and from this we may learn, 


That it was their Right, Duty, and Intereft, to 


read and ſearch the Scriptures thoroughly and at 
Leizure: That Profeſſors of all Sorts ought to 


take heed what they hear: That the Scriptures 


are fo perſpicucrs, that even the unlearned might 


know, what Dectrines were beſide or contrary, and 


' Trial or Proof, when they have the Rule at 


1 To. 4 1. 


1 Thel. 5, 


21. 


what were agrecable to, or founded upon them: 


That it argues a vile, Baſe Temper in any, to 


take Things, of everlaſting Importance, upon 
Truſt ; or believe what others believe, without 


Hand, and are commanded to ſearch and judge 
for themſelves, EE 

7. All Chriſtians are cautioned ſolemnly, 101 
10 believe every Spirit, Lut to try whether they are 


of God. They are charged 1 Ig: © 


1 


© 


4 85 4 ad © bas FLY 8 a 2 


4 


N 1 [ 29 | 


ele Sounele)]e, conſider, try, weigh, prove. 


all Things; bringing every thing you hear 


or that is taugi:t you for Doctrine, to the only 
Rule, the Scriptures, But how they could try 
the Spirits, or prove all Things without the 
Liberty of the Rule to judge them by, cannot be 
conceived. Theſe make the great Truths we 
are defending ſo maniteſt, that one may well 


wonder, how any dare queſtion them. It is 


very true, that when they have proven all Things, 
they are to HOLD FAST THAT WHICH Is GOOD 3 
not what they may fancy, or affirm to be good, but 


what is really ſo. The Rule is /o perfect, as to direct 
in all Matters of Faith, Duty and Worſhip ; and 


ſo perſpicuons, as that it may be ſufficiently known. 


and clearly underſtood, in all Matters of Moment, 


even by the anlearned ;, and therefore, at their 


Peril be it, if any of them err from the Way, A 


Judgment of Diſcretion muſt be allowed, to all. 


who have the Bible; but this will never excuſe 


any Error, and much leſs damnable Hereſies; 


Since we are only to prove all Things, that we may 


bold faſt that which is good, So that wherever 
People ery, fo as to rejeft any conſiderable Truth, 
or to eſpouſe and conud tor any Error, of dan- 


gerous Influence either upon Faith or Holineſs ; it 
is plain, that whatever they may ſay, they either 
did not indeed ſearch the Scriptures at all, or 


not all of them, or not as they ſhould. Sincerity, 


in any ſuch Caſe, if it be poſſible, will never alter 
the Nature of Things, ſo as to make Error Truth, 
or Evil Good; and therefore, can never warrant 
a Plea for the Innocence of Error, and much leſs 
can it ever be our Righteouſneſs, There are many 


more Things go to a ſincere Equiry, than are 


generally thought of ; and many mean little 


more by Sinceriiy, than that they really fancy, 
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or believe what hay fay they do. Whether they 
do or not, and upon what Grounds, is known 
only toGod, and Matters little in this Caſe z ſince 
theApoſtle Paul when aPerſecutor,was as ſincere, 
ifs | _ erroneous Man ever was; and yet he was 
_ eed a Blaſphemer, a Penſceutor, and injurious ; 
and needed Mergy for hoſe Sins, as much as for 
any of his other Sins. Had he died in that State, 
his Sincerigy had not been his Righteouſneſs: 
So far from it, that hechad been damned, not- 
_ - witſtanding his Plea, I verily thought with my ſelf, 
Acts 26.9 that I ought to do many Things contrary to the 
Rev. 13. Name of Feſus of Nazareth. Lord help us all 
ch. 22. 7. to remember theſe Things, and make us ſincere. 
Searchers of the Scriptures.--- | 
8. The Book of he Revelation is as myſteriousa 8 
Book, as any in the Bible, and as hard to be under- 
ſtood; and yet he is pronounced bleſſed, who reads, 
and hears the Words of that Prophecy. Hence it is 
plain, that none are to be reftrained from reading 
this Boo; and that ſome of it at leaſt, may be 
read by all, to their great Profit, Eſtabliſhment 
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5 and Comfort. But, 1 all are allowed to read f 
G is; and, if it be their Duty and Advantage ? 
„ to hear it; ſurely, it muſt be as much their 5 
Th Right to ſearch the other Books, which are c 
WW. more eaſy and practical, and more their Intereſt, - 
10 ſince they are like to unc erſtand them better, and 1 
"Ft ſo reap more Inſtruction and Edification from / 
I" P 1 
3% = them. 185 1 
. Heb. 5. In a Word, the Truths I am 3 That b 
1 F the vralienable Right of every one with- if 
wn - „ in the Pale of the Church, as well as their in- 

5 diſpenſable Duty, to ſearch the Scriptures; and 2 
5 * that even the moſt ignorant may reap unſpeakable 2 
"7H Advantages by ſo doing, are evident from the 


Nature of Things. All ſuch Perſons are either 
cOnVei ted or unconveried, , As 


2 1 
OS ct et We matt 4 "- 
i EN . n *. * 


[ - I 


As for the Converted, even all thoſe who are 


true Believers, their Right and Duty muſt needs 


be wnqueſtionable, upon many Accounts. The 


Scriptures are their Food, their Sword, their Lords 
Teſtament, and the Means of their Growth in 


Grace, to name no more. They are their ſpiri- 


tual Food; and in them, there is Milk for Babes, 
and /trong Meat for ſtrong Men; and who dare 
deny Children, Childrens Fare? Or, mult they 2 


P 


Eph. 4. 


wait for Permiſſion from Men, to receive the dai 


y Bread their heavenly Father hath prepared for 


them, The Sword of the Spirit, is the Word of Gd; 
a Part, and principle Part too, of that Armour, 
which all Believers are to take, and guard them- 
ſelves with; and what wicked Cruelty is it, to 
keep back from them, this ſo neceſſary a Weap- 


on, which is both Offenſive and Defenſive, and ſo 


ſend them out againſt their /piritual Enemies, al- 
moſt unarmed ? Are not all Chriſtians to war a 


good Warfare, and muſt they notwithſtanding, 


go forth into the Field, without their Sword, the 


Sword of the Spirit! Or, will a little holy F/a- 


ter, or ſome other of the Prieſts Trinkets, do as 


welle; and make the Devil fly before them. The 


Scriptures contain the New Covenant, the Re- 
deemers Teſtament ;, and muſt Believers ask the 
Pope's Leave, whither they ſhall - conſult 7berr 
Lords laſt Will; and encourage, or comfort 


themſelves, by ſearching out thoſe glorious Things 


bequeathed to them in it? In fine, all their In- 
{ ructions, and Comforts under Chriſt, are fetch*d 

m the Scriptures; and ſhall they then wait for 
ru miſſion from any Man or Men ' 9 read and 


ſearch them, Verily, ſuch Orders and Doctrines, 
could come from none other than he great Ad- 
verfary of Chrift and his People, even THE MAN 
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or SIN, THAT Son or PRERDIT OH. Who but 
be, would rob all true Chriſtians of their Nou- 
riſhment, Arms, Council and Comfort“ | 
But, tho? theſe, and the like, may be Pocu- 
Bar to the Faithful; yet, it is evident from 
many other Reaſons, that be unconverted, even 
all within the vi//ble Church, have 551. Pri- 
vilelge, independently upon the Will of any 
Man; that it is the neceſſary Duty of all, to 
whom the Scriptures come to Search them; and 
that they may do this with great Advantage. Why 
were they committed to Writing, and why are 
all commanded to ſearch them; If theſe Things 
are not ſo? What Security can ſuch have, a- 
gainſt Impoſtors and bold Pretenders of all 
Sorts, if they are not permitted to have and 
usnderſtand the Rule? How ſhall they know 
whether, what heir Teachers deliver be true, if 
they ſearch not the Word ? What ſhould hinder 
Chriſtians, of all Sorts, from the ſame” Pri- 
vileges, which the Fews of all Ranks moſt 
certainly had? As Moſes and the Prophets were 
read publickly among them, ſo were they com- 
manded to have, and to read them: Nor were the 
meaneſt, or moſt illeterate among them, Hindred 
from purchaſing and making the belt of them. 
Beſides; The Mord is the 3 Mean of their 


James 1. 
1 


. 

35 Regeneration and Converſion; and to deprive 

| them of it, in this Manner, 70 thus far to ob- 
Hoſ. 4. 6. fru? their Salvation. Furthermore, Ignorance 


. 29: of divine Things is very dangerous, and can 
my hardly fail of being fatal. My People are de- 
ſtrayed for lack of Knowledge. Where there is no 
 Viſien, the People periſh. That the Soul be with- 
without Knowledge is not good. What ſhall we 

then think of thoſe, who. would prohibit Men 


from the 9 Means of Knowledge! ? Are they 
| not 


[44]. 
ndt Dubroyers.of Saulos How can Men do their 
Duty. if ods, M not know i,ỹ 1 
of it, as the chief Source of his Peoples Apo. 
tacy from their Faith and Duty s I how writes 
uno bim the great Things of my Lare, but they 
ere Counted us 
Kavwledge is, in many Places, promifed us as one "+ 
jv Oey her, ee, ebe is en- 
yoined every where, us one of 
Date. Jah al thy griting, gat Under 


Brom Thing ns a Word, Ho". 8.12: 


F thou criehh after Aainolodre, nl lifterh 505 Pro. 4 70 


LJaire for Underſtanding : If thau . facketh her as 
Silusr, and fear obeft fires a for bid Treaſures: 
| Shen foalt thou underftand the Fears the Lord; 
and find the Kowledge of God. Hut, what has 


been faid, is enough to Silence, and convince ch. 2. ver. 


All, except THE anT1carIST and 5 
faries, And, as it cannot but be aſtoniſhing, 
that any were ſo gery reicteu, as to doubt theſe 
Things; it is no leſs amazing, that every Man, 
who was willing to be called a Chriſtian, dxl 
not to his utermoſt, concur in Defence of 
chem; and unamionſty agrer o Fron them, 
who ſhould dare to attempt, ſo Sacrilegiouſly eo 
debar them altogether from this glorious Privi- 


2—5. 


ledge, or difivage n Jo indiſpenſable Dag. LY 


Come we hen, | 
III. To eandder” and confute che en In. 
a an and Pratlire of the Papifts, contrary 
0 theſe grrat and momentous Truths y and their 
ſhameful Pretexts, whereby they would keep 
themſelves in baden Even againſt; Tp 
evident Reaſons, 

Tis well 3 Wat the Pa its habe, in 
- great Meaſure, deprived Chriftians of the Un- 
denſtanding the Scriptures, and forbid the common 

| 9 8 N the reading — not only without, but 
; © 1400" 


8 — . 
"2 22S : 
— — no 


1 


696ꝙ72]3W. 


— <4 
: 9 
— 1 
— 


erer 
— 


9 W © i — 2 * * 
rr F 
A . 3 - * 
x3 "—* $14asy A - 
2 > 


2 


** — — 
E * 
r - «+ * 3 * 


3 
2 


2 FR 0 - : - 
«„ 


rr 


- — = 22% J 2 — —— I 7 N 5 = i 2 7 22 5 - 2 
2 RE EOS rug Con EE. an”. 1 6 , EEE fy = > 05 0 
2 45 1 5 + DET E — 8 2 — — 3 — 2 . — 80 — — bus os { \ 2 p boy hd — — : 
- r ebenen, 5 r . POR — — * 0 s - * 
— ä , 


LY SE — - 
DE EE 
— 


3 py I» 2 5. 1 2 
yz . 
- ES IE ES 
Ms r 
8 . 3 ES ne” 
TT rr : 
= - 1 9 oy — 
8 2 2 * 


Rom. 1 7: . Remembrance. 


= = ay 
2 * ©. 9 
* * * * — 
E PE: I 
a * þ CORE I INNS 
3 : — * 2 ——— — 
l MN 2, — — — ES 
* n : - 
I TID: . 8 * : 
Ten oa pa K 


— —ü—4—— —̃ — 
* « a” 


— —ͤ——d1 


ps 2 00 5 2 - 
— 2 3 8 N 3 * 
Y — 8 ——ñ— 5 


1 
Fa. the whole Tenor of the Word; the 
_ and Reaſon of eat and in a dia- 5 


trical-Oppoſition to all: Antiquity.” Which we 
ſhall evince in the following Manner... 
Nothing can be more evident, from the Texts 
«guard, and many more might be produced, 
than that the Jes had the Privilege of reading 
the Scriptures at Pleaſure; and that it was com- 


maaanded them as an important Duty, to uſe, and 


£ reh them," and try all Doctrines by them. 
or was this only the State of Things before 
the Captivity, when they could underſtand them 
in the Language in which they were firſt writ- 
ten; but aſter it, when they were obliged to make 
uſe of a Tranſlation. It is alſo evident from the 
Nature of the Thing, that the Z#torical Books | 
of the New Teſtament, were: writter, and quick- 
ly after copied and diſperſed, to be read and known 
of all: That by this Means, the Life, Miracles, 
Doctrine, Paſſion and Reſurrection of our Lord; 
the firſt Plantation of the chriſtian Church, the 
Preaching, Spread, and Succeſs of the Goſpel 
among the Nations, might be certainly and fully 
declared, and canfirmed, and had in everlaſting 
And we have ſeen, That as the 
1 Cor. 1. Doftrinal Bool, 1. e. the Epiſtles,” were ſent and 
8 directed unto, not Miniſters only, but the Peo- 
SRP ple alſo, even all that called upon the Name of 
We. I - the Lord Feſus.: So were they commanded to be 
| ; read among, unto, and by all the Churches. 
 Thele the Papiſts dare not doubt. | 
After the Apg/tles had - finiſhed their Miſſion : 
pwnd Courſe with Joy and Honour, Chriſtians, 
in the next ſucceeding Ages, every. were enjoyed 
" this unalienable Rigbt, of having and ſearching | 
..zbe Scriptures, without - Diſturbance. In thoſe 
- happy. Times, — loved their Bibles, mw 8 
Digs | tate 


0 
385 


1359 
tated upon, land fearthed them, with a holy 
Pleaſure, — their inſpeakable Advantage and 
and Comfort And ſo far were their Teachers 
from diſwading, Prohibiting, deterring them, 
from ſo heavenly/a>Study:; or perceiving any 
Danger from the Practice; that they every where 
recommended, exhorted, and /inculcated upon 
them, the frequent; diligent, religious“ ſearch- 
ing them, not only in their public "Aſſemblies; 
but in their e Houſes, i: People of all Ranks, 
even the poor, the ſimple, the 2 had them. 
We: need: not produce many Authorities, in a 
Caſe ſo clear and certain, that our Adverſaries: 
dare not deny it; and ſhall therefore offer one 
only affecting one, which is as many thouſands; 
It is univerſally known, That during fome of : 
the Perſecutions, many. Confeſſors of ul Quali- 
ties, were 0 Tered their Lives, even at the pong | 
* + if. they-would but deliver up their: Bibles. | 
greateſt Part by far 4v0uld not, thinking 105 5 % 
ſelf too dearly — at ſuck a Rate, and that 
Life would not be worth ſaving without them; 
and fo ſealed- their: Taſtimony with; their« Bloud. 
Thoſe that did, redeemed their Lives indeed, 
but were ever alter branded, with the odious 
Title of Traditores,: i. e. Deliverers up of their 
Bibles. Whence it is plain, That Chriſtians of 
all Ages, and Conditions, in thoſe Times; hal 
and uſed their Bibles; that they ere dearer to 
them than their very Lives, and therefore that 
they had taſted the Sweetneſs of them; and that 
delivering them up, was accounted, both by Chriſ- 
tians, and their Perſecutors, to be little leis 
than Treaſon". againſt Chriſt, and a renouncing , 
Chriſtianity. But ah! How ſtrangely are Things 
altered ſince ! In thoſe. Dayes, to deliver ub 
their Baden, was much the ſame, as to give vp. 
2 bei. 
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tir Faith r and, by a Parkyiof:Reafon, do be 
ignorant. of: the Scriptures, Was do be p norun | 


of their Religion, But now, bis O ye Heavens 


Te be el up in the Catholick Church, as 


they ſhameleſs} y call-it, is ta be bred, not only 


in the Agnoranct, but a Sott of Meglan, if not 


Camtompi oi 3 yea, an 5 not Ho##or: 
at tbe Bible ; And the fuft Thing, a Pro:gt ans 
who mh C Abdi mouth do, is w Lay IT 481 
rok ZVEI as veruleſß, if not MYLIVAR IT vÞ as 


Aanęerous and huriful. 53 


Tis true thatafter eee of the bards: 
rous: Northern Nations imo, and the Fall of the 


Weſtern Empire, Learning and Religion both gra- 


dually decayed, and the 11 18 ERY OT VI Opf- 
Ty, which had been working in the Apotolich Ape, 


began to ſhew itſelf more openly, appear bare 
faced, and bear down. all before it, Then 


manifold Superſtitions and Tdolatries, invaded and 


infected Chriftetdom ; and becaufethe Scriptures, : 


were either altogethet /i/anj as to theſe, or di 


which they call'd Txap1Tions! of whieh che 


and his Vaſſals, had in their own keeping ! And 


expreſiy and di rectly, ot by noceſſary e | 
condemn them 3. other. Props muſt needs be found: = 


to ſupport ſuch Abominations. Accordingly, o 
was hammer' d out, after the Phariſulek Model, 


Popes pretend they have a Treaſure. ''A Trea- 


ſure indeed, but whence, or Wers it 35, none can 
tell! A firange Fuwp Ta1s, of UN WII TT ENT. 


UNCERTAIN, UNSCRIRTUAL, ANTISER Ip EUu- 


RAIL Dora ESI which yet, they put upon a Level © 


with the Ford of God! This however, the Pope 


hence Chriſtians ſeldom heard of any of ther, 


till they were wanted 3 bur, upon Occaſion, 8 


they could conjareup as many as would ſer ve the 


Tu, with all, alf bac /wwrn Is believe what | 
; be 


* * * => ; 2 FA * FLY 
— Te 2 
9 b 
Lab ” 
® n 


al 


_- SF} 


the Church believes, 
or why, In the mean Time, as the/e ſame Tra- 
ditions 'twaltiplied, Anticbriſtian Darkneſs, by 


little and little, ſpread it felf, almoſt over all the + 


| 3 Churches; and the Bible began to be leſs 
and leſs minded, regarded, conſulted. When Ta- 
ditions atid the Pop“ Canons paſt currant for, and as 


equal or preferable to the Striptures; * the Prieſts = 


could ealily inſimuate, that the People might do 


well enough. without them. By Degrees, Copies. 


became more ſcarce, and the Zaity, and Clergy 
too, greth generally ignorant of this holy Book, 


and conſequently both of the Principles and 


Duties of our Religion. Human - Droenttons 
w!rrHour Nunn, and ridiculous Legends 


(the Produce” of © crazed Imaginations, or of 


Minds given up tb ſtrong Deluſions;) with lying" 
Wonders WãIT HOT Exp, were then brought 


in, inſtead of che rd of Ged, and the Inflituti- 


ons of our Saviour: And theſe - Huſts, were ſet 


before Chriſtians, for their daily Bread, by thoſe 


unfaithful Stewards, who ſeemed to bave no 


Je of any thing elſe. But to paſs this tragical- 


Scene, Things grew worſe and worſe, almoſt 


every where, (CHRISTS Two WITNESs ES, PROo- 


PHESYIN G ALL THIS TIME IN SAcK-CLOTH;): 
till the Irruption of the Turks into Europe, about 
the Beginning of the fifteenth Century. And yet, 
all this while, tho' the Prieſts had often ſpoken- 
contemptibly of be Scriptures, as needleſs or 
Adungerbus, &c. yet the Right of Chriſtians to 
Have, read, and ſearch them, was never generally 


denied; nor were they deprived of, or deterred 
«Ines ee ju ps Ges Men 


Dam. Cauf. 5. Queſt. 1, | : = 
N on minus in Sanctarum Traditionum Sanctiones quam in 
jpſius Domfni Injuriam Detinquitur. Said Pope Hilary. 
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ves, without enquiring either what 


= > 3 0 ND 
ES ap COON. ? I 


4 
1 * 
LP 
: 1 
, LY 
1 
"2" 
(LL. 14 
es 
4 
* 
1 
1 
* 
4 
6 
ik 
+78 
- * 
16 
U 
[8 
t 
1 
1 
1 
* 
# 


8 i. en +, 
* 26s ni —— — —— —— Py 


. 
1 „ 
3 
+ 
1 
* 
% 
72 


— 
4 — 
— — + 


* = 285 — 
PP wü̃ 4 — „ IE ER RS 
- — — — 9295 of — 


2 


by 
I 
1 
[ 
* 
. 
3 


[38 ] Es 

trom the Exereiſe of it by any Catholick Authority. 
After the taking of Conſtantinople, and the Fall 
of the Grecian Empire, the poor Greets flying 


An. 27 Weſtward from the Turkiſh Fury, brought the 
Old and New Teſtament in the original Langua- 


ges, many other valuable Books, and a great deal 


of uſeful Learning with them; which, with the 


Invention of Printing, much about the ſame time, 
was, in the good Providence of God, one bap- 
f Prologue to, and a chief Occaſion of the Revi- 
val of Learning, where it had been. long, in a 


Manner, buried ; and a conſiderable, Help tothe 


BLESSED REFOHMA TION, which lions not 
long after. The learned Greets, wherever they 
were entertain d, encouraged all with whom they 


converſed, to the Study of what was uſeful, and 
that with Lach Succeſs,” that, in a few ane | 
many learned Men aroſe at once. Theſe applied. 
. themſelves eagerly, to acquire the Knowledge 
of the original Tongues; and ſo became in- 


timately acquainted. - with the ſacred Foun-: 
tains of Verity 3 whereby the Darkneſs and Abo- 
minations of Popery, became ſo obſervable, that 
they could no longer either be denied, hid, or 


palliated. Our ęglorious Reformers more eſpeci- 


ally, gave themſelves. 10 the Study of the Ward, 


of God, and from thence fetched all their Ar. 


guments, and all their Artillery, wherewith they 


attack'd, battered, and in a good Meaſure de- 


moliſhed . the whole. Fabrick of Anti-chriſtianiſm,. 
thenat its Height, and in the Zenith of its Power. 


and Tyranny. In all their Conferences and Dif-. 
putes, they appealed. to the Scriptures, as a di- 
vine Rule; and therefore, a Perfect, the only, 
an unchangible, and intelligible: Rule. To this 


they provok'd, on all Occaſions, and by the 


Judgment of the Word, they came off Con- 
querors, yea more than Conquerors. 5 
ay 


4 


* 


3 [39] | 2 
In the mean Time, the Papifts - perceiving, 
that Scripture Ligbt did every where expel ö 
Antichriſtian Darkneſs; that the Shame of ther 
Natedneſs could be no longer concealed; and 
that even the #nlearned began to deteſt their Cor- 
Fuptions, and deride their Arguments; and that 
their Traditions, Legends, and hing Wenders, 
were diſpiſed and laught as; were quite confound- 
ed: and began to vent their Rage and Malice 
againſt the Scriptures of Truth, They had long 
before ſhewen their Di/ſ/ike of them, but now. 
their Madneſs became fo outragious; that they 
broke out into manny horrid Blaſphemies, a- 
gainſt God and his Word. Some of them de- 
nied that they were neceſſary to-the Church ; and 
one of them, and a Cardinal too, (Hoſius,) was 
not aſham'd to ſay, That it had been better for 
"the. Church, if there had been no Scriptures. 
Others impugned their Authority, at leaſt, to us, 
without the Teſtimony of the Church; pleading, 
that we would have no good Reaſon to believe them, 
were it not for that Teſtimony ; which, by the 
Way, is utterly to deſtroy all divine Faith. 
Some of them raged againſt' all Tranſlations of 
the Bible, except the Old Yulgar Latin; while 
F others vilely depreciated he Originals and ſhame- 
leſly preferr*d that to them: Tho? it is by far 
more corrupt, than any one now in Europe, 
which was tranſlated from he Originals; one of 
themſelves confeſſing, he had found many thouſand 
Errors in it; more indeed than one can well think. 
Some, with great Fury, denied the Purity of the Ori- 
ginals, contending that whatever they were Hereto- 
fore, they are corrupted now : Others ra ved againſt V9 
- their Perfeflion, and Perſpicuity, in a direct Op- : 
poſition to what hey affirm of themſelves ; and 
ſcandalouſly reflecting, on the Wiſdom and Good- 
ant on refs 
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neſs of God, in . for an eras 
' anſwer, Some wickedly diſputed, that they 
were of doubifut Scat, and, little better 
| than ® Noſe of Wax which you may turn which 
Way you will: While others contended, that an 
infallible Interpreter, whom they were ſure das 
| haye among themſelves, was necefſary 3 

that therefore the Scriptures would do us but lack 
Service, without the authoritative Determination 
f their infallible Judge. And yet, aſter all, 


they were ſoon convinced. to their Shame 


and Sorrow, that all. the/ together, and whatſo- - 

_ ever elſe they could perverſely object, would ueuer da, 
as long as the People were permitted, to Bau- 
and ./earch them, in any Language they. could 
underſtand. - Their Errors, which were be- 
come almoſt innumerable, | were many of 
them ſo clearly and expreſs!y' contrary to 
che whole Tenor of the Word; yea, fo 
— Fend and plainly condemned in it; that it 


is abſolutely impoſſible, for a ſerious Perſon, 


 fincerely io read and ſearch big Bible, and not 
perceive mary of their abominable. tdelatries, and 
other notorious Corruptions. This obliged them 

to take another, and indeed the 44% Courſe, even 
to prohibit the Uſe of the 3 in anyof | the 


modern Languages; and fo rob the common 


People of this unalienable, invaluable Right, to * 
Have and ſearch them; and diſtonde them cg ſo 
. neceſſary & Duty, or diſpenſe with the Neglet# of 
it. A deviliſn, and . deſperate Shift 255] but 
the ſureſt, ſhorteſt, beſt, yea and ay, Main? 
to reach their accurſed End. 


This oztregious, Soul- ruiniug Projet, was 


. undertaken, by no leſs 3 chan that of 
the Council of Trent, (the VincvuLUM: PAPISMI) 
3 - who emma a ner of Prelates and 
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approved Men to be ſure ! to make a Catalogue 
dt Books which were prohibited to:be read. The 
very firſt Prohibition begins with the Scriptures, 
concerning which, their fourth Rule is. Since by 
Experience it is manifeſt, that if 'the Holy Bible bs 

permitted in the vulgar Languagr; more hurt would* 
thence ariſe, through the Raſhneſs of Men, than 
Profit; let the Bible with all its Parts, whether 
in Print or in Manuſcript, be prohibited, that if 
it be not extant. in any Modern Tongue Audaci- 
ous; deſperate Wickedneſs ] Be aſtoniſbed, O ye 
Heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid; We 
may well add, with a mall Variation, For my 
People have committed two Evils, they have for- 
aten uy Worp the Fountain of living Waters, 

aud hewen them out of Ciſterns, TRA DIT IONS, LEj- 

 GENDS,&c. broken Cifterns that can bold no Water. Jer. 2. 
They knew that not one of a thouſand, eith- 12. 13. 
er can or will ever learn to read Hebrew and 
Greet; and they were reſolved, that they ſhould 
not have the Mord of God, in any modern Lan- 
guage | Thus did they put THIS GREAT LICHT 
%, ĩͤ ß ĩð21ß MAT 

We muſt allow, That not a few of themſelves, 

freely exclaim'd at this horrid Sacriledge ; and 
ſome, ever ſince, have been /bockt at it; and 

i therefore many Soſtenings were given, and Pre- 

n leuts uſed, to palliate /uch barefaced Wickedneſs. 

: Pius the 4th, an infallible Moderator, qualifi- 

5 ed this a little, leaving it to the Diſcretion of the 

. Biſhop, or Ordinary, to permit the Reading of 


'Y Cum Experimento manifeſtum fit, fi ſacra Biblia vulgari 

Lingua permitttantur, plus inde ob Hominum Temeritatem 
8 Detrimenti quam utilitatis oriri, prohibentur Bibla cum 
Fi omnibus eorum Partibus, five excuſa, five Manuſcripta, 
1 in qualicunque vulgari Lingua extent. Reg. 4. Ind. Lib. 
> prohibit. J 8 | 
39 x 5 
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the Scriptures, tn themnuho were not like taget any: 
Harm, but Advantage: by jo doing, But Clement 


the 8th, as INFALLIBLE a. Judge as the. former, 
declar'd, that na ſuch Licence ſbauld be thenceforth 
granted unte any. And fo, it is well known, 


that in all Countries where the [ngui/ition reach- | 
eth, there are hardly anyto be found. To carry. 


a Bible into Spain, may bring one to the Stake. 


trade with them, is tu 8 the ſpreading of that 
Holy Book. In all. the. c 


Front to ſay or do: ſuch Things! Is not this a 


Confeſſion, that their Cauſe: is deſperate ; and 
that they know it: But are reſdlved'to wage War 
againſt: Cod. FIS, RIS, IS. ANTICHRIS- 
TIANISM WITH A VENGEANCE ! Hence, ſome 


of them have told us, Fhat 10 permit the reading 


of the  Striptures to Shoemakers, Tayors, 
Weavers, &c. is giuing that which-is holy unto the 
Dogs, and caſting Pearls. before Suines: While 
others endeavour to wheedle or fright plain 


People, ſrom deſiring that Liberty; according 


to the common Story of one of them to his 
Hearers; There are wo od, dangerous Books, 
which I would have none of you look into: If 


you read the Old Teſtament, it will make you all 
Jews; if you read the New, it will make you. 
all Hereticks. By ſuch Means as theſe, did = 


ſtrive to make the ſimple eaſy, under the Ref 7 
traints thus laid upon them! And ſome ng : 
3 . 5 : they 


{ 


nuel. Maſſacre, of the 
Proteſtants, the bloody Murderers fliewed as 
little Mercy to: their Bibles, as 10 themſelves : 
Yea, many of them threw them into the Fire, 
curſing, and damning them as the Cauſe of all 
Hereſies —. THIS, Tris. is PopBRY, ram 
bent and furious! Would one imagine that Men, 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, could have the 


8 


* 
«a4 


* 
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7 hae. 
they have to keep themſves in Coen ; 


A8 


Tbey allow: the learned to have, an wad the 
Word of God. Anſ. This is both falſe and ridi- 


diculous. Falſe ; ſince it is well known, they F 


diſcourage all, as much as may be, from this : 
great Duty, upon many Pretences 3 norare any 
Exceptions, in a Rule and Order juſt 
mentioned: Ridiculous ; ſince the Scriptures, 
are the Fountains of ſpiritual and ſaving Know- 
ledge; nor can any Learning avail to Salvati- 
_ which is not _ 3 thence. The 
riptures are to be ſtu t Men may ge! 
Learning from them; and the more ignorant 
People are, the more med they have to Hand and 
ſearch them. 

The unlearned can't underſtand them. Why! ? 
Are Men naturally more ignorant now than in 
former Ages? Are not European noto as ſuga- 
cious, tractable, and docile, as the Zewws formerly! 
Or, are the Scriptures more hard to be underſtood 
in our Times, and in modern Tranſlations, than 
heretofore, in the ancient Tranſlations. If they 
are not, as it is plain they are not, then no 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, why. hat which was 
the undoubted Right, and evident Duty and Inte- 
reſt of the illiterate of Old, ſhould craſe to be 


ſo now. The Scriptures are the het Teachers 


under the Holy Spirit, and were written 10 give 
Subtiliy to the ſimple, and to the young Man p 


Knowledge and Diſcretion, The Teſtimony of the po. 19. 


Lord is ſure making the wiſe /t N — The7.8 


Entrance of thy Words giveth Light : It givetb Po. 1 95 


Underſtanding to the ſimple, Let the 1 OY 
therefore have, and ſearch them, with Seriouſneſs, 
Attention, Humility and Prayer; and they 
Jo ee _ 7 55 Fo thei Direc- 

| 85 tions, 6 


= 


. 

tic, Peace, and Comfort in Life and Death, and 
f for their everlaſting Salvation. After all, this 
1 but an Hypocritical Pretence ; for they do not 
= _ reſtrain the ignorant from reading the Bible, be- 
cauſe they do not underſtand it; but leaſt, by 

© reading it, they ſhould underſtand too much. 

The unlearned have little need to ſearch the 

Scriptures ; ' ſince they have Catechiſms, Books 
of Devotion, Fc. and, what I am aſham'd 

to mention, [mages and Pictures in Abundance, 
which are the poor Mans Inſtruftors, Anſ. This 
makes Things worſe and worſe, and therefore 

we reply; 1. Catechiſins, &c. are no farther to be 
regarded, than as they are founded upon, and 

proved by the Word of God. But, 2. How 

can the People know whether they are 
or not, if they are not allowed to conſult 
and compare them with the Rule. 3. Images and 
Pictures of any, or of all Sorts, are ſo far from 
| being ſerviceable in this Caſe, that they are miſ- 
Hab z 18 Chievous and pernicious. They are Teachers of 
Jer-r0. g Lies The Stock is a Doctrine f YVanities---,The 
ech. 10. Idols ſpeak Vanity ---. They cheriſh Superſtition, 
b. occaſion [dolatry, give mean and falſe Notions 
of the divine Perſons, and produce many other 
Evils. But, granting all theſe to be true, the 
Scriptures can certainly teach them better, and 
why ſhould they then be kept up from them? 
Men will be apt thr# Ignorance, Raſhneſs, 
Pride, or Conceit, to make an ill uſe of the 
Scriptures ; to pervert, wwreſt, and torture them 
fo father, or favour Errors, and Hereſys, to their 
own Deſtruction. What then! dare they, in a di- 
rect Oppoſition to the expreſs Commands of God, 
and in Contradiction to the inalienable Right of 
Chriſtians, reſtrain all from baving and ſearching 
them, becauſe ſome abuſe them. If ſo ; they 


ſhould keep them from the learned rather than the 
b ignorant 
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norant. Few of theſe have been the Broachers of 
Hereſies. - Or, if any of them (as there 


have been ſome. mad E nthuſiaſts, or ignorant, 
_ crazed Mretches, in all Ages, exceedingly fond 


of ſhewing themſelves, of venting and Joreading 
their crude: Notions ) have given Riſe to ſuc 

Abommations, yet they generally periſbed with 
them, They may as well forbid Meat and 
Drink; nk many abuſe them to Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs. Beſides ; z if this be a Reaſon 
they ſhould have prohibited the U of them to 
their own Prieſts, many of whom, at that 
Time, were ſo ſhamefully ignorant, thatthey did 
not underſtand ſo much as the Form of Baptiſn: 


in Latin : nor have any been more raſh, conceit- 


ed, and perverſe than moſt of them. Withal, 
can't People be cautioned againſt abuſing the 
Word, without reſtraining them from it. Verily 
this Remedy i is worſe than the Diſeaſe. 


It was only corrupt Tranſlations they prohibited. 
Anſ. This is a ſhameful Blind, and manifeſtly. 


contrary to the Words of the Rule already cited. 
Beſides ; there was not in thoſe times, to the 
beſt of my Knowledge, any Tranſlation of the 
Bible in the Italian, French, Spaniſh, German, 


or Engliſh Languages, approved by the Pope and 


his Clergy. Nor have they, ſince that Time, 
cauſed any Verſion to be made, in any vulgar 


Tongue, by their Authority. So that it is plain, 
they are uiterly againſt them. It is the reading 
of the Scriptures themſelves, and not the Tranſla- 


tions of them, which they ſo wickedly oppoſe. 


Books of al! Sorts, may be- tranſlated and read 
among them, with Impunity. No Book ror- 
BIDDEN BUT [THE Binn; and thoſe that are 


agreeable to it. 
The Scriptures e and ore, We: 
They themſelves declare the contrary, as we 
C bave 
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have ſeen; and therefore, they may as modeſt- 


> ly ſay, they are falſe. Even the more ſure Word 


2 Pet. 1. 
19. 


F Prophecy, the darkeſt Portion of Scripture, 
is, faith the Apoſtle, as a Light ſbining in a 
dart Place, But we are not to wonder, that 
they are dark, ſince Popiſb Abominations are not 


to be found in them; and there is no doubt, 
they would be glad they were ſ% dark, that 
none of us might read their Condemnation in 


them. 1 5 
Well, but the Pope permits the Laity to 
read thoſe Verſions of the Bible, which himſelf and 
Vaſjals approve. Anſ. 1, This is a e 
Pretence, ſince they approve of none but 

old vulgar Latin, which is not only the moft 
corrupt, but being in a dead Language, not one 


in a Thouſand can read it. Now to permit the 


reading of approved Verſions, where there are 


none that People can read, is to Mock and In- 
ſult them, 2, This Permiſſion, they pretend to give, 


is a beinous Wickedneſs. It is a daring Impiety, 


to talk of giving Men leave fo do what God 
has ſo expreſly commanded them, Muſt they not 
obey their Maker, unleſs the Pope conſents ? Dare 
he pretend, that ſuch and ſuch only may obey him, 
and, in ſo far omy, as he thinks fit? Is not 


this a publick Declaration, that he. 1s THAT 


| Man of Six, THE Son oF PERDITION ! 
M] bo oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf, above all that 


is called God; ſo that he as God ſittetb in the 
Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that be is God. 


The moſt High commands us to ſearch the Scrip- 


tures : No, ſays the Pope, you ſhall not, you 
muſt not, without Leave from me, upon Pain 


of Damnation. This is Popery! 


I am very ſenſible, that there is a Popiſh 7 ran- 
Safin, of the New Teſtament in Engliſh, —_ 


he - 


1 8 


1 think, the Rhemib Tehament, which, for 
ought I know, many of the Engliſs Papiſts, may 


be permitted to read; and therefore, they may. 


ſay, that my Charge againſt them at. leaſt, is 
groundleſs. Anſ. 1. It is well known, the 


Clergy were utterly againſt any Yer/ion of the 
Bible, before the Reformation. Arundel, Ar 


e about the Beginning ob 


did, in a Synod, forbid the, 


_ Scriptures to be cither tranſlated into, or read in 


Engliſh. When Tinda?s, Verſion was publiſhed, 
the Clergy raged and ſtormed :- And about the 


| Reformation, Gardiner and: others: -oppoſed anya 


all they could. 2. It was by the Importunit: 


of the People, that they were obliged! to allo 
| them one. 3. The Largeneſs, and Scarcity of 


this Venſion, is the Cauſe that very few can ſee; 
it; ſo that the common People among them, 


are little the better for it. 4. They have tranſlated 
iv ſo, that it cannot. be underitoed. by them: 
For Example, Hebrews 13, 16. And Beneficence 


and Communication do not forget, for with ſuch: 


= 4 


Hoſtes God: is promerited. 1 Cor. 5. 7. Purge 
the old Lea ven, that ye may be a. new Paſte, as 
you are Azymes. For, our 2 Chrift, is im 
molated. g. It does not „ that this Ver- 


ſion was ever approved. by t - Pope, 6. 8857 : | 


Prieſts never encourage to the reading of it. 
appeal to the Conſciences of the People, 6: 
ther any of their Prieſts ever recommended it to 


them; ever oxhorted them to read the Bible, or 


ſhewed them: the Sin of nen lecting this Duty. If | 
they not, it is evident enough, hat 2 | 
are utterly aguinſt their Searching them. Proceed 


we now, 
IV. To Enquire into the true 2 of ein 


| Nm, to. * the OP from reading and 
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Jo. 5. 


ViI. 7. 


ſearching the Scriptures ; or, in our Saviour'® 


Words, 10 ſhut the Kingdom of Heaven againſt. 


Aden. Of theſe, we all be content with the 
following. WM 8 3 


7 


1. By probilitinng the reading of the Bible, they 
go a great Way, to ſupport their favourite Max- 


im, IonoRANCE.'1s THE MoTHER Or DE- 
voTion. | A Maxim ſacred among, thoſe' Lovers 


f Darkneſs ; tho diametrically oppoſite to h 


Scriptures, to the true Nature of Devotion, the 
Reaſon of Things, yea, to the common Senſe of 
Mankind. It is indeed ſo manifeſtly ridicu- 
lous, that we may well think it Strange, that 
they can keep their Countenance, when they 
inculcate ſuch deteftable Nonſenſe. But ſince 
this execrable Maxim, is one of the chief Props 
of Popery; and ſeeing they will have the Peo- 
ple worſhip an unknown God, in an unknown 
Tongue, 1. e. worſhip they know not what, nor 
hew they knew well enough, that to make ſuch. 
Things fit eaſy upon them, the ſureſt way 


would be to refrain them from Scripture Light. . 


But whether the /mpudence of the Prieſts, in au. 


tempting this, and impoſing a Service in an un- 
aj , p 1 2 8 33 0 1 ö 
known Tongue; or the fame Submiſſion of the 


People, (Stupidity rather!) is moſt to be won- 
dered at, is hard to determine. 8 

2. They are convinced, that the Holy Bible 
is not favourable: to their Doctrines and Wor- 
ſhip, and therefore they wickedly reſolved to 
hide it from them, leaſt heir Deeds ſhould be 


reproved by it. They hate it, becauſe it teſtifies 


of them, that their Works are Evil. Such as 


| know themſelves guilty, are afraid of the Law. 


Take a few Inſtances, 


Were the common People allowed to read 
and ſearch the Scriptures, Is it poſſible to think, 


that 
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{i | Wh. 
that theywould FEW noNotice K chedecundt eg e 
mandment, (which the Papiſts have not only denied ; 
to be a diſtinct Command, making it only an Ap- 
pendix to the Finſt, but left quite out of their 
Catechiſins;) and of the e Precepts a- 
gainſt /dolatry of all Sorts, with the not ſclemm 
Threatnings againſt Creature-Worſhip, and Im 
age Worſhip of all Kinds? Or could they be fo 
blinded, as not to ſee; that the Papiſts are not 
only IAdolaters, but guilty of groler and more 
ſtupid Idolatry, than ever was practiſed e 
the Heathens. 
Would they carefully confult jheir Bibles, Could 
they poſſibl abſtain from in/iting upon the Cup 
in the Lord's Supper, according to Chriſt's ex- 
preſs Command, Drink ye all of it? The Pa- 
7iſts, have not only facrilegiouſly robbed the 
| People of the Cup, by a Decree of the Council 
of Conſtance's but have done it, with a Non- 
obtante, i. e. in a dirbct Contradiction to his 
Command, and a 2 . Defiance of his 
Authority. 
Did Men ſeriouſly mins the Word of- Cod, 
Could they poſſibly believe Tranſubſftantiation z 
a monſtrous Figment, big with all imaginable 
Contradiftion and Abſurdities, manifeſtly con- 
trary to the Reaſon and Senſes of all Men, and 
ever/ive of the Nature of a Sacrament z when 
the Apoſtle calls the Element Bxzap, even af- 
ter the Conſecration, no leſs than three Times | 
in three Verſes? As often as ye eat this BREAD 6 
and DRINK TEHIs Cup --- Whoſoever ſhall eat 1 3 
this Bread, and drink this Cup =---: And ſo let - 
him eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup--- 
Searchers of the Bible, could not but find - the 
facramental Words thus explained; The Cup of 
Bleff ing. which we bleſs; is LY not the Communion 2 
. 


* 


[50] 

1 Cor. 10. the Blood of Chriſt? The Bread which we break, 
16. is it not the Communion of the Body of Cbriſt? 
They would often perceive, that the partaking 
of that Ordinance, is expreſſed by the Phraſe of 
breaking of Bread : Now the Bread is not broken 
nor eaten, till after Conſecration ; and if it be 
Bread then, as theſe Texts Witneſs, then is it 

3 not tranſulſtantiate into the Body of Chriſt. The 
no - Truth is, theſe Paſſages and the like, would 
diſcover plainly, that the Poeisn Mass, is 
any thing in the World, rather than the Ordinance 

of the Lord's Supper. „„ 
Were Chriftians diligently ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, Could they be brought to believe, that in 
the Lord's Supper, there is an external, real, 
proper, propitiatory, but unbloody Sacrifice, (which 
by the Way, is an expreſs Contradiction in 
Terms, ) offered unto God for the Sins of the 
quick and the dead? This they could not but ſee 
to be another Figment, almoſt as big with Con- 
traditions and clog'd with as many Abſurdi- 
ties as the former. A Pigment everſive of 
the very Nature, both of a Sacrifice and of a 
Sacrament ;, contrary to the. whole Tenor of the 
Word; and injurious to Chriſt, upon many 
Accounts: As it deſtroys the Unity of his Prieftly 
Office, and the Unity and Perfection of his Sa- 
crifice ; introduceing a numberleſs Number, and 
a Succeſſion too, both of Prieſts and Sacrifices. 
3 The Scripture aſſures us, That Chriſt was once 
Heb. 9. 28 offered to bear the Sins of many. By the which 
3 go will zwe are ſanfified, through the Offering of the 
| 5a 14 Body of Feſus once for all. This Man after 
he had offered ov E SACRIFICE for Sins, for ever 
fat down on the right Hand of God. For by ons 
OFFERING HE HATH PERFFCTED (FOR EVER 
them that are ſanctifed. Nay, ſays, the Ps 


cil of Trent, if any Man ſay, that our Priefts 
are not properly Prieſts, to offer to God the Po- 
D and Blood of Chriſt, as a e Sacri- 
ce for the Sins, Mth of the dead and the living, 
(what ever you may read in the Scriptures,) let 
him be accurſed, ” | 
Did Men ſoberly attend to the Word, Could 
they poſlibly believe, That Peter had any Supre- 
macy, or diſpotic Rule over the other Apoſtles : 
That he had an unlimited Authority over the 
whole Church; yea, over the whole World, to 
ſet up or pluck down whom he pleaſed, Sc. That 
he had both the ſpiritual, and temperal Sword 
committed to him; and that the Biſhops of | 
Rome, who deny, and oppoſe his Doctrine, almo 
in every Thing, are his Succeſſours, and have all 
' the ſame Powers? Or that a Succeſſion of ſuch 
Men as the Popes, were infallible ? Could they 
believe, that there are ſeven Sacraments of the 
New Teſtament, all inſtituted by Chriſt ; and 
that the Popiſb Sacraments are they? That 7u/- 
tification and Sanfification, in the Goſpel Senſe = 
of theſe Words, are one? That there is a Par- 
gatory, after this Life, (in which the Souls of 
many that ſhall be ſaved, are purified by Fire,) 
without, yea contrary to Scripture 3 and in De- 
rogation to the ſan#ifing Blood and Spirit of 
Chriſt? Tho', where this Purgatory is, how this 
Fire purges, how long they ſhall continue in it, 
none can tell: Only this they are ſure of, that 
the Pope has the Keys of it, and, if he cannot 
ſometimes keep Men from entering into it, he. 
can bring them out, when he leaſes, | 
Time would fail me to go on, Could they be 
brought to believe, That Sinners can ſuperero- 
gate with God, 4. e. can not only 40 all that be 
Commands, but a great deal more; ſo that they 
„„ „ ſtrictiy 
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E 
frritly merit at his Hands : Yea, ſo merit, FER 
a Treaſury of it is laid up, no Body knows 
where; and, that the Pope, who has the Keys 
of this too, can diſpenſe out of it, as much as 
any rich Offender ſhall need, at any Time he 
has a Mind for the Purchaſe ?, I am aſhamed to 
ſay any more of ſuch deſtruftive Delufions. Could 
they believe, That the Pope, has Power from 
Chriſt, to grant as many Indulgencies, either for 
Sins paſt, preſent, or to come, to as many Men 
as he Pleaſes, either for Money, or on any o- 
ther valuable Conſideration? Verily theſe, as 
they are very fine Cofttrivances to drain People 
of their Money ---, So they ſeem to have been 
deſigned to encourage tliem to Sin, at a very 
_ and eaſy Rate Be ge e 2 0 


Heavens, at this! 


III. They knew that the Scriptures _ 3 
| ted out their Church, ſo clearly, in many Places! 
1 Tim. 4. 4% THE MOTHER OF ABOMINA TIONS, that 
j--q. they are afraid People ſhould read them and 
perceive the Likeneſs. Can ſerious Perſons, _ 

2 Thefl® read ſuch Paſſages as theſe, Now the Spirit 
, ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter Times ſome 
| ſhall depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
Spirits, and Doctrine of Devils; ſpeaking Lies 
in Hypocryſie, 29 1 their Conſcience ſeared 
with a hot Irony: forbidding to marry and com- 
manding to obſtain from Meats, which: God bath 

created to be received with Thanksgiving, 

That Day ſhall not come except there come a 
Falling away firſt, and that Man of Sin be 
revealed, the Son of Perdition ; who oppoſeth and 
' _ pxalteth himſelf above all that is called God -, So 
ſoar he as God f feltath in the 7. emple of ee | 
erious 


Ter 


e People read and compare them with Rev. 
chap. 17. and 18. and doubt of hm they are 


meant! Theſe are fo clear, that many within 


their own Communion, long before tlie Reforma- 
tion, could tell, who, and wi E RE the Anticbriſt 
Was. Yea, The renowned Thuanus, I remember, 
tells us, That Lewis XII. of France, a learned 
EKing, having a Conteſt with the Pope, cauſed - 
a Coin or. Medal to be ſtruck with this Device 
on one ſide, Perdam Babylonis Nomen. I will 
1 the very Name of Babylon. 1 


IV. By ſhutting up the Bible from the People, | 

they knew they ſhould not only keep them in 

E. but in Fear, Dependance, and Slave- 
That having perſwaded them to hut, or lay 

| 7 te their Eyes,or give them them'to keep, they 


= might lead them whether they would, and lord 


it over them, with a more than barbarous Cruel- 
ty. And oh! With what unrelenting Pity have 
they diſtracted them with auricular Confeſſion, 
blinded them with heir lying Wonders, and 
terrified them, where they could, with their 
Helliſs Tnquijition | Lord help the poor People 
to conſider, That if the Blind lead the Blind ſhall 
they both fall into the Ditch. But I muſt have 
done and therefore conclude, „ | 


V. With "IO Practical Inferences and Ex- 
hortations from che whole. 


1. Let us learn to efteem and bold faſt this. in- 
eſtimable Priviledge, -which is the Birthright of 
every one born in the Church, to have, read, 
and ſcarch rhe Scriptures, in any Language they 


underſtand. Let us remember they are the 
| | ordinary. 


1 3 
vrdinary Means of convincing, illumining, hum- 
bling and converting Sinners; of inſtructing, con- 

firming, comforting and edifying Believers. Let 
us fee to it, that we ſuffer not this Right to be | 
taken from us. Oh ! Buy the Truth. This 
Truth, That we have the Priviledge of readin g 
Eo the Word from God himſelf; Let us not ſell 
q- it. We can never buy it too dear, : 


= 2. Let us carefully comply with our Lord's 
Ef Command, Search the Scriptures, Let us 
E do it,, daily, ſeriouſly, carefully, orderly, 
and in Fear; remembring the Danger of 
neglefFing this important Duty, or of reading 
the Word ſ#perficially 5; and the unſpeakable 
Advantages we may reap, by ſearching them 
aright. Let us come to LEARN both Truth, and 
Duty; and not bring our Fancjes to them, and 
torture them to patroniſe them: Let us ſubmit gur 
Souls to the Authority of God ſpeaking in them, 
and receive what he reveals, without queſtigning, | 
cavelling, objecting : He is a God of Truth : Let 
us compare Paſſage with Paſſage ſoberly and 
reverently, the Prophecies with the Fulfillment 
of them, the Types with the Things they typifi- 
ed, and obſcure Places with thoſe that are eaſy _ 
and clear: Let us put no forced, novel Senſe upon 
them, contrary to the whole Tenor of them, - 
the Scope of the Place, or other Things plainly 
found in them: If any Paſſage is fo difficult, 
that we can make nothing of it, (and there are 
very few ſuch, whence a well 1 ea Mind, 
may not gather ſomething) paſs it by for the Time, 
till ſomething parallel occurs, or till you can 
conſider it more attentively ; but if after all you 
cannot underſtand it, you may let it alone, and 
turn to others which you may: Lay aſide all 
Prejudice, Love of ſome Men, and Hatred of 
Os others, 
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others, Pride, Conceit, needleſs Curioſi ity, a | 
Fondneſs to be ſomebody : Foyn fervent, importunate 
Prayer with your Searching, and the uſe of 
other Helps, and continue in theſe, ſeeking the 
Truth as Silver, and ſear chiug for her as for hid 

Treaſures ; and ſo ſhall theAge underſtand the Fear 
f the Lord, and find ſaving Knowledge. 


* Let us lament our great Neglect of this 
momentous Duty of ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, Who, where is he, that is innocent ! 

How many are there, that never turn over a 

Bible, from one Lord's Day to another, tho? 

reading God's Word, is aneſſential Part of the 

Worſhip and Service, whether private or ſecret, 

which he requires of us. Our duſty Bibles, 

will, I doubt, riſe up againſt us in Judgment 
another Day. Our Fathers were deligent in 
tis Duty. It was the diſtinguiſhing Mark, of 

4 Puritan of Old, to be ſeen going to Church 
twicea Day with a Bible under his Arm. How 

, unlike are we to them] Many never bring their 

Bibles to the publick Aſſemblys, either thro? 
Careleſsneſs, or a ridiculous Pride tho? very 

few have greater need of theſe Helps. If Pa- 

rents ſee their Children going aſtray into the 

Paths of Error, let them bewail their Unfaith- 
fulneſs, in not giving them a better Example. 

Had the Youth in our Days ſeen the ſame Seri- 
ouſneſs, and been bred up in the ſame awful Re- | 
gard for the Word of God, the ſame Knowledge 
of, and Love for, the Principles F our bleſſed 
Reformers; and had thoſe been often, and 
gravely inculcated on them, Things had not 
beenas they are this day.: Nor ſhould we have 

been grieved, with the Defection of ſo many, 

to the a of Arius and Socinus, the 
Errours 


Tor! 
Errours of the Arminians, or in Pain, leſt they | 
ſhould apoſtalize to Popery, It would have been 
in Vain, to have attempted to ſeduce. one of the 


old Puritans, to any of theſe Abominations. 


4. The beſt Way to be preſerved from Er- 
rors of all Sorts, is to ſearch the Scriptures. 
Oh then, let us in this Day of Tempation, apply 
our ſelves with all our Hearts and Souts, to this 
great Duty. What we find there, let us em- 
brace ſtedfaſtly as the Truths of Cod: But what 


is not there, whatever Men may pretend or af- 


firm, is 20 Part of our Rule, nor is It to be 


received as ſuch, No Canons, Articles, Con- 


fefſions, are to be received, or admitted as a 


Part of Faith, or Worſhip, which are not re- 


vealed. in, or deduced from the Word of God. 
No Doctrines, how much ſoever they may flatter 
the Vanity of our Minds, or ſooth our proud, 


' carnal Hearts; or how plauſibly ſoever any of 


them may be urged, are to be entertain ; which | 
are not built upon that Foundation. 
Accordingly, would Men ſearch the Sen 
tures from End to End, they will find no 
Traces there, of ſuch e as | theſe ; 
That the Logos was created, or made a God in 
Time: That he is not Coefſential, and Coeternal 
with the Father: That a// paſſible Perfections, 


vis. infinite Power, Knowledge, Sc. except 


Self- Exiſtence and Indenendency, may be cammu- 
nicated to another, a FINITE NATURE: That 
religious Worſhip, 1s either ultimate or mediate, 
abſolute, or relative, ſupreme or ſubordinate: or, 
That there is any Warrant for Creature Mor- 


ſhip or other like Abominations of the A. 


riaus. — 
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Let them Search the Scritptures never ſo often, 


and ſo thoroughly, they will find it impoſſible 


to learn from thenee; That the Logos had no 


Exiftence before his Conception in the Womb of 
the Virgin, any more than we: That God can- 
not have a Son, becauſe he has not a Wife: 
That he is not infinite in Eſence: That he does 
not know what his Creatures will hereafter do 
freely : That Chriſt, when he was upon Earth, 


” 


to be Man: That he was not made a Sin Offer- 
ing, did not bear our Sins in his own Body on the 


Tree, was not bruiſed for our Sins.-- was not 


made Sin, and made a Curſe for 45---:In aWor d, 
was only a metaphorical Saviour and Surety, 
and not a true, and proper Redeemet who re- 
deemed us by his Blood, and gave his Life a Ran- 
ſom for many: That he did not bring in ever- 
taſting Righteouſneſs for our Fuſtification, nor pur- 

| chaſed 

the ſame Bodies after the Reſurrection, which 

they had in this Life: Or, other like Blaſphe- 

%%% ( 

I might have added, That would Men Sincerely 
read and ſearch the Scriptures, they would find 
no Pelagian Errors, in thoſe Fountains of Truth ; 
which woud haveſu ited the Deſign of this Lec- 

ture. But I muſt wave it; ſhould ſuch another 


O portunity come in my Way, We may poffi- 
bly let you know, That the introducing of 


Arminianiſm among the reformed Churches, 


was heretofore thought to have been intended, as  _ 


the opening of a bacł- Door for Popery. 


was a mere Man, and not God ; but fince his 
Aſcenſion, he is become à true God, and ceaſed - 


” Grace here, nor eternal Life hereafter, - 
for his People: That Believers ſhall not have 
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Would Men but ſincerely ſearch the Scriptures, 


they would be fo far from being in Danger of 


Apoſtatizing to the Papi/ts ; that, were they tO 


compare their Tenets with them, they could net 
poſſibly avoid ſeeing, that Papery is a Compages 


of Impieties, diametrically oppoſite in all its Parts 
to the whole Word of God ; encroaching upon, 
yea deſirufiive of, the Megiatoral Offices of 
Chriſt ; and erazing all true Notions of. Piety 
and Holineſs. They could not but ſee, That it 
is a paganizing of the whole of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip : a ſautanical Tyranny, over the Bodies 


and Conſciences of Men, . miſerably enſlaving, 


deſolating or deſtroying the World: In a word, 
Te MysTERVY or InlquiTrY, ſetting up the Pope 
in the Temple of God, and exalting him above all 
that is called God, So that one can hardly think 


it ſo much as poſlible, for a Proteſtant, of any 
_ tolerable Capacity, who has ſeriouly and boneſt--. 


ly ſearched. the Scriptures, ever to become 4a the» 
rough Papiſt, till he is utterly given up of God. 
Laſtly. Oh then, let us watch and pray daily, 
fervently and importunately, againſt Popery, 
all Tentatitns to it, and the Sweceſs of it, Many 


of the Worthies of the laſt, and former Age, 


were of Opinion, that it would once more 
for a Time over ſpread theſe Lands; and cauſe 
the ſharpeſt, but ſhorteſt Perſecution which ever 
came, or ſhall come upon Proteſtants, The 


Jieſuits are ęvery where; they are of all Trades 
join themſelves with all Sorts of Profeſſion ; 
Worm themſelves into all Sorts of Families and 
Companjes; can be every Thing upon Occaſion ; 


And, tho! they dare not go about as roaring | 


Lions ſeeking whom they may devour z yet they 
can tranſform themſelves into Angels of Light, 


And 
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and go about as Foxes ſeeking whom they:/hall de- ; e 88 


£ 


ceive. They are unwearied, and never give 


over; they have neither Shame, nor Fear; and 


ſo remain importunate, till one Way or another 
they prevail. Oh then, let us cry unto God 
Day and Nlght, for the Preſervation of. the 


PN © 


Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt. Should Pope- 


ry ever ſo far prevail, as to have Power to 


boar down all before it; Then, There will be. 


no Faith to be kept to Hereticks: No Mer- 
cy to be ſhewn to Young nor Old, Men nor 


Women, who will not bow dowr their Necks, _ i 15 : 


that the Clergy may go over them: (No, nor 
perhaps then neither, ſince they have often, when 


the Proteſtants have thro? Fear, recanted, cruelly. 


murdered them when in a good Mode ;) No Re- 
gard will be had, to the neareſt Kindred ; (ha- 


 Deſtinftion, will be made between Perſons, if 
their Superiours tommand it: Yea, NO MORE 


ig ſometimes forced the Wife, to ſet Fire to 
gots to burn her own Husband; ) No 


s 


$7 


BiIBIES ! No more reading or ſearching thoſe. 
ſweet Books ! The Scriptures, mult then be of- 


fered up a Burnt-Offering, to THE RULERS 


OF THE DARKNESS OF THis WoRkLD! Which 


God of his infinite Mercy prevent, I ſhall 
therefore conclude with the Words of the Fa- 
mous Dr. Holland to his Friends, when he had 


been at any Time going a Journey, I commend 


You heartily. to the Love of God, and to the 


Hatred ef P Oper y. 
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